[image: image1.wmf]     Almost without exception pastors, Bible teachers and churchmen have declared unequivocally that tithing is God’s plan for Christian giving today. They consistently and repeatedly insist that the people of God are commanded, even some say by ‘Jesus Himself’, to: “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse…” (Malachi 3:10a). It has been this author’s person experience that this one subject is such an important and frequent topic by tithing enthusiast that it is not by any means an overstatement to call “The Tithe”:
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     R. T. Kendall calls “Tithing, A Call to Serious, Biblical Giving” which is also the title of his book on the matter. In his chapter, “Why Every Christian Should Tithe” he contributes the phenomenal success of the Southern Baptist Convention since its inception in 1845, in part by the fact that a great percentage of Southern Baptist are also tithers. God has honored the SBC because of its emphasis on missions and tithing.
 According to Dr. Kendall and many others, the success or failure of the Great Commission is based then on whether the people of God are tithing. To tithing advocates, the church has two mandates:
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    In nearly every Southern Baptist church tithing promoters routinely dedicate a single Sunday in either October or November for exclusively proclaiming the tithe.  Not even one of the “Ten Commandments” is given such prominence as to have an entire Sunday per year devoted to its proclamation. This author has literally endured no less than twenty-five tithing sermons in twenty-five years. In comparison I cannot remember hearing a single message on “The Return of Christ” over the same time span.

     At the 1st Baptist Church of Ft. Lauderdale it so happened that one year the congregation didn’t show on “Tithing Sunday”. From then on, the pastor alternated his tithe sermon with other sermons, so that no one ever knew when exactly the “Tithe Sermon” was coming.

     Tithing supporters defend their relentless pursuit of preaching the tithe by arguing that Jesus talks more about money than He did about heaven or hell, praying or even love. One must recognize that to tithing crusaders, “Tithing” IS “Giving” – the allocation of 10% of ones income before taxes is the Biblical standard of giving for all generation.
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     According to tithing advocates, if you are not tithing, giving at least a minimum of 10% of your gross income to the local church, then you are not giving and are in willful rebellion against God and the plain teaching of the Word of God. Only tithers are serious givers. If you are not tithing, you are not really giving at all. You are a thief, a common criminal. If you are not tithing you do not truly love God. Pastor O. S. Hawkins even said that,

“You can tithe without loving, but you cannot love with out tithing”

     If you oppose tithing the hidden implication is that you really oppose missions and evangelism. If you are not tithing you are responsible for why many pastors are underpaid.
 If you oppose tithing you are eliminating the only possible motivation to give to God, as we should.
 If you are not tithing you are not really a committed or dedicated Christian and your spiritual maturity even possibly your salvation maybe called into question. 
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A WARNING to Tithing Objector and Antagonist

     Those who argue for the abolition of the precious institution of the tithe, tithing believers begin to get frustrated and they inevitably turn from defending the tithe to personally confronting the tithing antagonist. R. T. Kendall typically comments on those who correctly assess the tithe, “But that’s the Old Testament. We are not under law but under grace”… But then he speculate that,

“Those who rationale for not tithing is on theological grounds are not all that anxious to tithe anyway… Is it not rather a way of escape for them? Are they not hoping in any case that tithing is an antiquated enterprise so that they need not face the matter?
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     This is possibly one of the oldest tricks in the book, that if you discredit the messenger, you discredit the message. Tithing advocates deflect discussing the real issue and attempt to discredit the tithing objector from the start by impugning their motive as being underhandedly dishonest and as simply someone who is only trying to weasel out of giving seriously in their estimation.

       On the other hand, by failing to teach “The Whole Truth About the Tithe” it is THEY who are trying to escape the full demands of the Law. It is THEY who are robbing the people of the truth of “God’s New Testament Plan for Giving”.

New Wine Skins
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     Jesus said, “No one puts new wine into old wineskins…” (Mark 2:22), at least no one with any sense. But this lack of sense is exactly what tithing advocates do with “God’s New Testament for Giving” amongst other things. They attempt to place the New in the Old
, or vice versa, and the Truth gets lost in the process. The result is some strange doctrine that is neither New nor Old (Hebrews 13:9).

     When the King came He came proclaiming with authority the Kingdom and with it a new order of things. In the “Sermon on the Mount”, Jesus said to His disciples, “you have heard… but I say to you…” (Matthew 5:21; Luke 6:27), indicating what He said superseded what was declared before. Just prior to His ascension into heaven, He reminds these same disciples that all authority had been given to Him in heaven and on earth. He then tells them with this same authority, “Go therefore and make other disciples of all nations, baptizing them… teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you…” (Matthew 28:18-20). 

A New Covenant and A New Commandment

     In the Mosaic Covenant there are numerous commands and reminders given to Israel to pay a tithe or tithes to the LORD via the priest and Levites. On the other hand, there is no such command or need in the New Covenant established by Christ (Luke 22:20) to give or to pay a tithe to the church. Whenever the topic of giving a certain proportion is discussed in the New Testament the authors completely avoid establishing a percentage or amount. In the New Covenant, the giver always freely determines the amount. I.e.:
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· “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return" (Luke 6:38).
     Nowhere in the New Testament is the Believer commanded or asked to pay or give a tithe to anyone. The Believer is asked to consider three things with regard to giving:

· [image: image9.wmf]Consider providing wages for those who labor in the Christian ministry (Luke 10:2-7; Matthew 10:10-11; I Corinthians 9:1-11; Galatians 6:6-10; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; I Timothy 5:17-18)
· Consider providing assistance to poor saints who are in need (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9; Acts 11:27-30; Romans 15:26-27).
· Consider providing assistance according to your ability or resources to give according to “how God has prospered Him” and “what he had purposed in his heart” Giving in itself is a grace/gift from God, not a command (Luke 6:38; Acts 11:29; Romans 15:26b; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9).
A Mute Issue

     Under normal circumstances the Bible student could now move forward with these consideration and gloss over or disregard the issue of tithing, understanding that it does not relate to the New Covenant Believer. The entire first Covenant was made Old and worn out, declared obsolete by the New Covenant (Hebrews 8:13). The Law was abolished along with all of its regulations and stipulations and therefore it no longer applies. This being true the NT Believer could then move forward to discovery “God’s New Testament Plan for Giving”. Unfortunately, since there’s a tremendous amount of erroneous teaching on this issue, a mixing of the New with the Old, we must first correct this error by teaching “The Whole Truth About the Tithe”.
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     God owns everything. God wants everything that you own, because everything you own was given to you by Him. He not only wants all that you own, He wants your whole life. The tithe (10%) is the minimum starting place God require, but it is a terrible stopping point. The tithe is God’s appointed program for every generation in our stewardship with God.

· The Proof Text – Malachi 3:8-12

· The Personal Plan – “you bring” – “you Christian”

· The Proportion – “all the tithe” – “minimum 10% of your gross earning, before taxes”

· The Place – “the storehouse” -  “the local church”

· [image: image11.wmf]The Purpose – “that God may pour out a blessing”

     The #1 major difficulty with this standard tithing doctrine is that it is only partially true. Tithing advocates do not tell you the whole story. They do not teach, “The whole truth and nothing but the truth”. Tithing crusaders are more dedicated to teaching a longstanding institutional tradition than they are in teaching what the Bible actually says!

A Flagrant Miscalculation

     As you will discovery what the Bible actually says about the tithe you will be amazed that tithing advocates have grossly underestimated the amount or percent that the child of God was required to give under the Mosaic Covenant. Ten percent was not serious giving under the Law.
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The Use and Definition of “Tithe” in the Old and New Testament

In Hebrew

“Tithe” (masar) - or “to give or take a Tenth” (asar)
 - is used 21 times in the Old Testament (Genesis 14:20; 28:22; Leviticus 27:30-31; Numbers 18:21,24,26; Deuteronomy 12:17; 14:22-24,28; 26:12; 1 Samuel 8:15,17; 2 Chronicles 31:5-6; Nehemiah 10:37; 13:12; Malachi 3:1; 

“Tithes” is used 12 times in the Old Testament and 4 times in the New Testament (Numbers 18:28; Deuteronomy 12:6, 11-12; 2 Chronicles 31:12; Nehemiah 10:37-38; 12:44; 13:5,10; Amos 4:4; Malachi 3:8; 

“Tithing” is translated only once in Deuteronomy 26:12 in the KJV, NKJV, NASB, and RSV It is not translated as such in the NIV.

In Greek

“Tithe(s)” (apodekatoo #586) used four times in the New Testament (Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42, Luke 18:12; Hebrews 7:8-9).

Bible Dictionary Definition: 

· [image: image16.wmf]Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary
“Tithing was the practice of giving a tenth of one's income or property as an offering to God”.

· Fausset's Bible Dictionary
“Tenths of produce, property, or spoils, dedicated to sacred use… The tithe of all produce as also of flocks and cattle belonged to Jehovah. and was paid in kind…” 

· The New Unger's Bible Dictionary
“The tenth of all produce, flocks, and cattle was declared to be sacred to Jehovah by way, so to speak, of rent to Him who was, strictly speaking, the Owner of the land, and in return for the produce of the ground; though, if so disposed, a man was at liberty to redeem the tithes of the fruits of his field and his trees by paying the value of them with a fifth part added (Lev 27:30-33).”

TITHING PRIOR TO THE LAW OF MOSES

     Cain and Abel The first sacrifice (recorded in Scripture) was made by God Himself (Genesis 3). Cain and Abel offered the first sacrifice made by man to God (Genesis 4:3-4). There was no command that God specifically told them to do this. It was a free choice on their part. We do not know the percentage given. There was no requirement, no amount, no stipulation, and no frequency of instruction is given to them… at least it is not recorded in Scripture.
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       Noah (Gen 8:15-29) – Though Noah sacrifice was appropriate, considering what he and his family had just went through, escaping the judgment of God, it was completely voluntary. There was no command, no stipulated amount, no percentage was given. Noah determined that in his own heart – it was spontaneous.

     Abraham gave a tenth to Melchizedek, the King of Salem (a type of Christ):
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“Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.’ He gave him a tenth of all” (Gen 14:19-20).

    “Here is an evidence of Abram's piety, as well as of his valor; because it was to a priest of the Most High God that Abraham gave a tenth of the spoil as a token of his gratitude, and in honor of a divine ordinance (Proverbs 3:9)”.
 
     We must notice that it doesn’t say that God told him to do this, and it is not commanded. This does not necessarily mean that he gave a tenth of everything that he owned or that he gave a tenth annually. Hebrews 7:4 states that he gave only a tenth of the best of the spoils that he had gained in a recent battle. And it is nowhere stated in Scripture that he ever gave a tenth before or after this incident. It was a one-time gift, and there is no record that he ever gave this way again. The percentage that he gave (10%) may simply have been Abraham following the common customary or cultural pattern of the day in which he lived, not because he was told to do so by God. 

The Customary Tithe

· “The practice of giving a tenth of one's income or property as an offering to God. The custom of paying a tithe was an ancient practice found among many nations of the ancient world”.
 
· “The usage of consecrated tithes existed among the Greeks, Romans, Carthaginians, and Arabians”.
 

The Sacred Tithe
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          In order to preserve the universality of “The Tithe”, it is essential for tithing advocates not only to acknowledge that Abraham tithed, but also to strongly insist that he was told to do so by God. Abraham is the standard-bearer for the way the people of God ought to give and obey.

     According to tithing advocate the tithe is sacred
 and it must have come from God and God alone. To suggest that Abraham himself determined the amount by following common cultural pattern of the day is not an option. Neither do they or can they accept that Abraham’s decision to give a tithe was a “lucky guess”, or just his idea.

     Tithing advocates admit the Bible tells us nothing about how Abraham knew to give a tithe or why he chose 10%. Dr. Kendall confesses the desire to know is purely epistemological
 not biblical and theological. He also admits the danger of attempting “to get behind Abraham’s decision to tithe or to get into his mind”.  He warns that we need to be very careful in seeking to answer this question. And concludes, “We do not know absolutely the answer to this question”. We are asked to “only believe”.
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     The sacred tradition of the tithe is this: By “faith alone” the LORD commanded Abraham to give a tenth, thereby establishing a universal amount or percentage God required as a payment or gift He would accept.

     Not completely satisfied with the “faith only” premise that God must have told Abraham by direct revelation to give a tithe, Dr. Kendall desperately proposes “some relevant Scripture that might lead us to a happy and not-too-speculative understanding”. He suggests that Abraham knew inherently the Law (the tithe) in his heart (Romans 2:15). God revealed to Abraham through his conscience what His will was concerning the percentage He would accept. He goes on to say that, “Abraham may have thought the one tenth was his own idea, but the Spirit of God was working secretly in his heart so that he did not know the difference between God’s will and his own. Abraham walked in the Spirit long before the law told us what righteousness was…”
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          It is so essential for tithing advocates to adamantly support the sacred tithe that they will not only abandon “sola scripture”,
 and dabble in speculation, but they will also discard the logical. The Scriptures only tell us that Abraham gave a tenth to Melchizedek of all he had gained in battle and nothing else! The only thing anyone, can conclude from the Word, including tithing believes is that:

“Abraham’s motive was that of gratitude alone… a voluntary act of gratitude”
.

[image: image22.wmf]     YET, because tithing advocates are so firmly committed to the “Divine Tithe” their opinion necessitates defying logic. So on the one hand they say, “Abraham did what he did voluntarily”, but on the other hand they say, “and yet he had no choice.” It is as if they are speaking out of the same mouth, but from different ends at the same time - “He did not have to tithe. And yet he did have to tithe”
 Uh?

     Please! Can they make up their mind! Did he or didn’t he have to give a tithe. If Abraham gave a tenth voluntarily he could not at the same time given it involuntarily. This defies all logic. Consider and think,

· If he gave it voluntarily this means he gave it willingly, of his own free will or choosing. 

· If he had no choice this means it was involuntary, it was required, it was obligatory, it was unavoidable.

· If he gave it and didn’t even know it was commanded and a required gift, it was instinctive, unconscious, unthinking, and uncontrolled.

· If he did not have to tithe and he did anyway this means he gave just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, he gave it gladly and cheerfully.

· Yet if he did have to tithe, it was compulsory (Contrast 2 Corinthians 9:7). 
[image: image23.wmf]     In the mind of the tithing advocate Abraham prefigures the way Christians today should give (its voluntary) and obey (its involuntary).
 “This seems to be the way tithing originated. Nothing has really changed since.”

     The application of the tithing advocates opinion for the church today is that giving/tithing is also voluntary, of your own free choice, and also involuntary, it is required giving. Though it defies logic, “only believe” it.

    However, by simply applying what we do know or don’t know from the “sola scriptura” Abraham becomes only an example of how one should give to the LORD “outside of the Law”. Anything else becomes pure speculation. This is the way voluntary giving originated. Nothing has really changed since.
     Jacob promised to give a tithe,
· This stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You” (Genesis 28:22)

     Jacob promises in a vow to give God a tenth, if God will be with him. Again, there is no command that he do this. It was completely voluntary. Incidentally, there is no record of whether Jacob ever kept his vow to give God a tenth.

     Pastor Jeremiah ? in a radio broadcast commenting on this passage said, Jacob ought not have promised to give a tithe since he ought to have known later that it was required in the Law. How Jacob ought to have known it was required he fails to mention. (See Above)
The Pattern of Giving Prior to the Law

1) Freewill -- A Completely Voluntary Act.

2) Never in Response to a Command of God.

3) Was given from their Own Possessions out of Love and Thankfulness to God.

4) Totally Spontaneous.

Conclusion

     Abraham gave and Jacob promised to give a tenth each once in their whole life, but we never have a record that they ever gave a tenth again. Abraham is the only one who ever did, in spite of the fact that there were thousands of offerings given at that time. From Cain and Abel’s first offering all the way until Moses, Abraham is the only recorded person who gave a tenth. In any case was the tenth commanded or binding as a standard of giving for all time. Of the two-recorded instances of tithes given by Abraham and promised by Jacob none are prescriptive, only descriptive.

     John MacArthur states,

     “The people who teach that we should tithe teach on the basis that since Abraham and Jacob tithed before Moses Law, tithing was before the Law. Therefore, tithing should also be after the Law. But that’s like saying since the sacrificial system was actually initiated before the Law, then we should go back to killing animals… If we say whatever’s before the Law is after the Law, then we will run into a lot of problems”

God’s Universal Plan for Giving

     “The New Testament says the same thing as the Old Testament. In the time prior to Moses in Egypt, the standard was to pay twenty percent to the government, and give God what you wanted. In the time of Moses the people had to pay twenty-three percent to Israel, and give God whatever they wanted. What is it today? Pay your income tax as the United States prescribes, and give to God whatever is in your heart to give (Romans 13:6-7)”.
 

[image: image24.wmf]TITHING AS STATED IN THE LAW OF MOSES - Institutional Tithing Established by God – “The Rules of Tithing”
The Land – Everything the people of Israel possessed originally was given to them by the LORD. Seventeen times it is said that, “the Lord your God is giving” either: ‘land’, ‘cities’, or ‘towns’, “to you”. The Land was their inheritance forever. 

· “Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 'When you enter the land where you are to live, which I am giving you, then make an offering by fire to the LORD, a burnt offering or a sacrifice to fulfill a special vow, or as a freewill offering or in your appointed times, to make a soothing aroma to the LORD, from the herd or from the flock” (Numbers 15:2-3).

[image: image25.wmf]     The Land the LORD gives to them becomes their possession, their property. The LORD hands over to them in a certain respect ownership, earthly ownership of the land. All that the fruit, seed or herd which they are able to produce from working the land is their own possession, although God is still the ultimate owner or possessor of all the earth. The LORD requires in return from them to pay several tithes of all that they produce from the Land.

The Return - The LORD claims as His own a tithe – “10% Return”, from the recipients of the Land – the Israelites, to be paid to the Levites.

· “Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S; it is holy to the LORD…” (Leviticus 27:30-31).

“The whole produce of the land was subjected to the tithe tribute-it was a yearly rent which the Israelites, as tenants, paid to God, the owner of the land…”

Principle: When God gives something He expects to receive a return on His investment.

     This first instruction in the Law concerning tithing is found in the book of Leviticus, which concerned “The Laws of the Priests” - ordinances pertaining to the priesthood, to the Levitical system. This “First Tithe” is also known as the “Levites Tithe”.

     Instruction concerning tithing is also found in other directives giving to Levites in Numbers and Deuteronomy (It is nowhere mentioned in Exodus).

· “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel… from your tithes, which you receive from the sons of Israel; and from it you shall give the LORD'S offering to Aaron the priest” (Numbers 18:21,24,26,28).

· “But you shall seek the LORD at the place which the LORD your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come. There you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock…” (Deuteronomy 12:5-12, 17; 14:22-29; 26:12).

[image: image26.wmf]Instruction Concerning the “First Tithe”, the “Levites Tithe” 

The Contributors of the Tithe

The Sons of Israel, consisted of eleven of the tribes of Israel, gave a tithe of what they produced to one tribe – the Levites. The Levites then gave a 10th of the 10th they had received to the Levitical priest – the sons of Aaron.

· “…take from the sons of Israel the tithe…” (Number 18:26). [The command here is directed at the Levites to take from Israel, not a command directed toward Israel to give a tithe].
· “…then you (Levites) shall present… a tithe of the tithe… to Aaron the priest.” (Numbers 18:26,28).
· “Now this shall be the priests' due from the people, from those who offer a sacrifice, either an ox or a sheep…” (Deuteronomy 18:3).

The Recipients of the Tithe

The Spiritual Recipient of the Tithe was Paid to the LORD
· “Thus all the tithe of the land… is the LORD'S; it is holy to the LORD…” (Leviticus 27:30-31).

     The LORD did not take the tithe of fruit of the Land or the firstborn of the animals and accurately eat it, for the Spirit says,

· “Shall I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of male goats? (Of course not! God is a Spirit). Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High” (Psalm 50:13-14).

The Physical or Earth Recipients was given to:
The Levites from the Sons of Israel

· “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel (Numbers 18:21)

· “…Levi, who received tithes…” (Hebrews 7:9).

     The Priests who received a tithe from the Levites

· “Moreover, you shall speak to the Levites and say to them, 'When you take from the sons of Israel the tithe which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then you shall present an offering from it to the LORD, a tithe of the tithe” (Numbers 18:26).

· “So you (Levites) shall also present an offering to the LORD from your tithes, which you receive from the sons of Israel; and from it you shall give the LORD'S offering to Aaron the priest” (Numbers 18:28)

· “And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to the chambers, into the treasure house” (Nehemiah 10:38).

· “…Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes…” (Hebrews 7:9).
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[image: image28.wmf][image: image29.wmf]The Contents of the Tithe 

1. The Seed of the Land – vegetables, grain, corn, etc. 

2. [image: image30.wmf]The Fruit of the Tree or the Vine  – included wine and oils. 

· “Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S; it is holy to the LORD…” (Leviticus 27:30-31). 

3. Herds and Flocks – cattle, oxen, sheep and goats, or birds for the poor.
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· “You shall surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out of the field every year… the tithe of your grain, your new wine, your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and your flock…” (Deuteronomy 14:22a, 23a). 

4. [image: image32.wmf]Money - “In Deuteronomy 14:22-29 it is laid down that if the way was too long to carry the tithe to Jerusalem it could be exchanged for money, and the money taken there instead, where it was to be spent in anything the owner chose; and whatever was bought was to be eaten by him and his household and the Levites at Jerusalem”.
 

· “If the distance is so great for you that you are not able to bring the tithe, since the place where the LORD your God chooses to set His name is too far away from you when the LORD your God blesses you, then you shall exchange it for money, and bind the money in your hand and go to the place which the LORD your God chooses. You may spend the money for whatever your heart desires: for oxen, or sheep, or wine, or strong drink, or whatever your heart desires; and there you shall eat in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice, you and your household. Also you shall not neglect the Levite who is in your town, for he has no portion or inheritance among you” (Deuteronomy 14:24-27).

Redeeming the Tithe

· “Thus all the tithe of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S; it is holy to the LORD. 'If, therefore, a man wishes to redeem part of his tithe, he shall add to it one-fifth of it. For every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD. He is not to be concerned whether it is good or bad, nor shall he exchange it; or if he does exchange it, then both it and its substitute shall become holy. It shall not be redeemed” (Leviticus 27:30-33).

The Mode for Determining the Tithe – the way in which an Israelite determined which animal was to be selected for the tithe was called “passing under the rod” 

· “every tenth part of herd or flock, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth one shall be holy to the LORD” (Leviticus 27:32).

     “The mode of taking the tithe of cattle, which were made to pass singly through a narrow gateway, where a person with a rod, tipped in ochre, stood, and counting them, marked the back of every tenth beast, whether male or female, sound or unsound.

     “According to rabbinical tradition, the animals to be tithed were enclosed in a pen, and as they went out one by one at the opening, every tenth animal was touched with a rod dipped in vermilion”.

The Purpose of the Levites Tithe

For the Recipients - Levites and the Priest - The tithe that was offered to the LORD, by the eleven tribes of Israel, was given by the LORD, to the Levites as their inheritance, for they were given no portion of the land by Him.

· The Levitical priests, the whole tribe of Levi, shall have no portion or inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the LORD'S offerings by fire and His portion. They shall have no inheritance of the Land among their countrymen; the LORD is their inheritance, as He promised them” (Deuteronomy 18:1-2).

· “To the sons of Levi, behold, I have given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance, in return for their service which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting” (Numbers 18:21)

· ‘For the tithe of the sons of Israel, which they offer as an offering to the LORD, I have given to the Levites for an inheritance; therefore I have said concerning them, 'They shall have no inheritance among the sons of Israel” (24)

     Though they did not possess a portion of the Land they received a portion of all that was produced from the Land, this was their inheritance. The Levites received the best of the Land and the priest received the best of the best.

The Reinstitution of the Tithe

[image: image33.wmf]
     After the nation of Israel had been removed from the land and then 70 years later returned to the land that God had given them, Nehemiah and Ezra worked to reestablish the Law of Moses in the land once again. This included the given of the first fruits, the contributions, and tithes to the Levites and the Priest.

· “We will also bring the first of our dough, our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the new wine and the oil to the priests at the chambers of the house of our God, and the tithe of our ground to the Levites, for the Levites are they who receive the tithes in all the rural towns. Nehemiah. The priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive tithes, and the Levites shall bring up the tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers of the storehouse” (Nehemiah 10:37-38).

· “On that day men were also appointed over the chambers for the stores, the contributions, the first fruits and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of the cities the portions required by the law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and Levites who served” (Nehemiah 12:44).

“…had prepared a large room for him, where formerly they put the grain offerings, the frankincense, the utensils and the tithes of grain, wine and oil prescribed for the Levites, the singers and the gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests” (Nehemiah 13:5).
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“I also discovered that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so that the Levites and the singers who performed the service had gone away, each to his own field. So I reprimanded the officials and said, " Why is the house of God forsaken?" Then I gathered them together and restored them to their posts. All Judah then brought the tithe of the grain, wine and oil into the storehouses” (Nehemiah 13:10-12). 

     It should be noted that the priests were exempt from paying any tithe, for they were the recipients of the Levites Tithe. They only owned the LORD their service to Him. Also with regard to all priests and other ministers of the house of God, it was unlawful to impose upon them toll, tribute, or custom.

· “We also inform you that it is not allowed to impose tax, tribute or tollon any of the priests, Levites, singers, doorkeepers, Nethinim or servants of this house of God” (Ezra 7:24).

A legal Obligation

     Israel was under obligation to pay what was owed to the Levites and under no circumstances should the tithe be considered a gift. Ray Stedman quotes one tithe supporter who readily admits this:

     “The distinction that the tithe is distinctly a debt and not a gift should never be lost sight of. The expression ‘Give God the tithe’ is not only wrong, but in a very literal sense is belittling God. You do not insult your banker by offering to ‘give’ him the interest you owe him, or do you ‘give’ your grocer the amount of his bill. Yet neither is more of a debt than the tithe we owe to God”.

     Others admit this as well,
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The first tithe was the legal dues of the Levites…

     “The Levites were to receive the tithes offered by Israel to Yahweh, because they had no other inheritance, and in return for their service of the tabernacle (Numbers 18:21,24)… The Levites, who stood in the same relation to the priests as the people did to themselves, were to offer from this their inheritance a heave offering, a tithe of a tithe, to the priests and for this tithey were to choose of the best part of what they received”.
 

     “Tithes which were due under the Levitical priesthood, and were necessary to support the expensive institution of the Mosaic economy…”
 
Free From the Law!

     In sharp contrast Stedman responses,

     “But nothing is more certain than that the Christian, under grace, is free from legal obligations. As shall be demonstrated in another section, love is a far greater motive than coercion and is the only one which is commensurate with the character of grace”
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The Levitical Cities
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     In addition to the Levites Tithe, the Sons of Israel were commanded to give the Levites 48 cities and surrounding pasture within their borders in order to for them live.

· “Command the sons of Israel that they give to the Levites from the inheritance of their possession cities to live in; and you shall give to the Levites pasture lands around the cities. The cities shall be theirs to live in; and their pasture lands shall be for their cattle and for their herds and for all their beasts” (Numbers 35:2-3).

· “As for cities of the Levites, the Levites have a permanent right of redemption for the houses of the cities which are their possession” (Leviticus 25:32).

     Of the 48 cities and surrounding pastures given to the Levites from the Sons of Israel, 6 of those were to be cities of refuge.

     The primary responsibility for teaching the people about God and His ways was given to the priest and Levites. “The priest was the ordinary expounder of the law; the prophets were so only on special occasions”.

· “The LORD then spoke to Aaron, saying… teach the sons of Israel all the statutes which the LORD has spoken to them through Moses." (Leviticus 10:8,11).

· “Of Levi he said… They shall teach Your ordinances to Jacob, and Your law to Israel“ (Deuteronomy 33:8,10).

     The priest and Levites were the judges of the land and of the Law. They directed the people in the right way of living, by the Law, and directed the people away from the wrong path of life. Their job/service/responsibility was to preserve, protect, and defend the knowledge of the Truth giving it the true sense and be able to instruct the people in it. Because of their service in this way they were due compensation.

     Therefore, Levites Tithe was for the purpose of providing payment to the Levites for their service to God as protectors, teachers and judges of the Law to the people and for their ministry as priest to God in the sanctuary of the LORD. 

The New Covenant Principle – The New Testament speaks in more generalities and principles.     We do not need to refer to the Old Covenant Law to tell us have to live under “Law of Grace”.

· “The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him. (Galatians 6:6).

· “If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?” (1 Corinthians 9:11).

· “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,’ and ‘The laborer is worthy of his wages." (1 Timothy 5:17-18).

For the Contributor – The People

An Opportunity To Teach Trust in the LORD - The Levites Tithe was for the purpose of forcing the people of God to trust in the LORD.

· “You shall surely tithe all the produce from what you sow, which comes out of the field every year, so that you may learn to fear the LORD your God always. (Deuteronomy 14:22, 23b)

· The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your lives” (Deuteronomy 14:23) TLB

An Opportunity for Receiving Blessing - The Levites Tithe if kept was a source of great blessing from the LORD. If not kept the LORD withdrew His blessing which was equivalent to being cursed.

· "Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! But you say, 'How have we robbed You?' In tithes and offerings. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you!  Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows. Then I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes," says the LORD of hosts. All the nations will call you blessed, for you shall be a delightful land," says the LORD of hosts” (Malachi 3:8-12).

     Tithing was part of the overall Mosaic Covenant that contained both blessings and curses. Blessing from the Lord if they kept the Law, curses if they failed to keep the Law.

The Place of Blessing – Old and New

[image: image38.wmf]     “The Promised Land”, the nation of Israel possessed, was given to them by the LORD unconditionally (Genesis 12:1-4). It was their Land forever. Nothing they did could ever change this fact. However, the LORD’S blessing upon the Land was conditioned on the nation keeping the Law – “The Mosaic Covenant”. The better they kept the Law the greater the blessing. Failure to keep the Law resulted in a curse and ultimately removal from the Land, the place of blessing. Living apart from the Land did not eradicate their rightful ownership of the Land, only the place of blessing. The nation of Israel has occupied the Land, and others have occupied the Land. Presently they occupy the Land only partially. Only after the LORD’s return will they occupy the whole land. 

     The New Testament believer does not possess a physical land, nor can he make a claim of ownership to “The Promised Land”. He possesses a land only figuratively - his place of service or ministry. The better he fulfills his service the greater the blessing or reward. Failure to fulfill his ministry may result in the removal of his ministry – the place of blessing. The failure of a local church to fulfill its purpose will result in having its lampstand removed (Revelation 2-3). Nevertheless, the Church being in the place of blessing now does not negate God’s promise to the nation of Israel to possess physical “The Promised Land”.

An Opportunity to Share in what the LORD Provided - The people shared in, that is, they ate the food that they had given to the LORD.

· “Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar? (1 Corinthians 10:18).

An Opportunity to Rejoice in the LORD – Giving to the LORD and doing what He commands was not something to dread but something to rejoice over.
· ”There you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. There also you and your households shall eat before the LORD your God, and rejoice in all your undertakings in which the LORD your God has blessed you” (Deuteronomy 12:5-7).

Freewill offerings were also an opportunity to share and rejoice in what the LORD had provided.

· “Then the people rejoiced because they had offered so willingly, for they made their offering to the LORD with a whole heart, and King David also rejoiced greatly. (1 Chronicles 29:9)

An Opportunity to Give and Provide for the Poor

· “When you have finished paying all the tithe of your increase in the third year, the year of tithing, then you shall give it to the Levite, to the stranger, to the orphan and to the widow, that they may eat in your towns and be satisfied” (Deuteronomy 26:12)
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     “Thus they acknowledged God to be the owner of their land, the giver of its fruits, and themselves to be his tenants, and dependents upon him. Thus they gave him thanks for the plenty they enjoyed, and supplicated his favor in the continuance of it. And we are taught in general to honor the Lord with our substance (Proverbs 3:9), and in particular to support and maintain his ministers, and to be ready to communicate to them, (Galatians 6:6; 1 Corinthians 9:11)”.
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[image: image41.wmf]The Number of Tithes 
     Biblical scholars agree that there were at least two different or separate tithes,

“Among the Hebrews there were two tithings. The first was appropriated to the Levites (Numbers 18:21); the second, being the tenth of what remained, was brought to Jerusalem in kind; or if that was found inconvenient, it was converted into money, and the owner, on arriving in the capital, purchased sheep, bread, and oil, which afforded a feast to his family and the Levites (Deuteronomy 14:22-23). This was done for two years together. But this second tithing was eaten at home; and lest the poor-law provisions during the harvest (Deuteronomy 24:10) should not be sufficient, it was distributed among the poor, "the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow" of the place, at discretion.
 
     The first tithe is known as the Levites Tithe for it was brought and distribute to the Levites. The second tithe is known as the Festival Tithe for it was brought among other offerings to the place of sacrifice. A third tithe was not an additional tithe but was the second tithe distributed to the poor.

     Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament states, 
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     “Twice, therefore, within the period of a sabbatical year, namely in the third and sixth years, the tithe set apart for a sacrificial meal was not to be eaten at the sanctuary, but to be used in the different towns of the land in providing festal meals for those who had no possessions, viz., the Levites, strangers, widows, and orphans. Consequently this tithe cannot properly be called the "third tithe," as it is by many of the Rabbins, but rather the "poor tithe", as it was simply in the way of applying it that it differed from the "second" 

     The Pattern of Paying the Tithes followed the sabbatical year, (7 years). In the first, second, fourth and fifth year the Levitical Tithe was paid to the Levites and the Festival Tithe was brought to the place of sacrifice. In the third and sixth year the Poor Tithe was given to the Levite and the poor in their local towns. This 3rd year is called "the year of tithing. The six years thus marked in the seventh year, by the year of jubilee for there was no tithe as the land enjoyed its Sabbath, it was a year of rest. No tithe could be given since no work was to be done.

     Adam Clack’s Commentary states,

     “Meaning the second tithe which themselves were to eat, Deuteronomy 14:23, for there was a first tithe that was given to the Levites, out of which they paid a tenth part to the priests, Numbers 18:24-28; Nehemiah 10:37-38. Then of that which remained, the owners separated a second tithe, which they ate before the Lord the first and second year; and in the third year it was given to the Levites and to the poor, Deuteronomy 14:28-29. In the fourth and fifth years it was eaten again by the owners, and in the sixth year was given to the poor. The seventh year was a Sabbath to the land, and then all things were common”

The Sabbatical Year

       1st Year         2nd Year         3rd Year         4th Year         5th Year         6th Year         7th Year
        Work             Work             Work            Work              Work             Work              Rest

1st    Levites          Levites          Levites          Levites           Levites          Levites         No Tithe

2nd  Festival         Festival            Poor            Festival          Festival            Poor           No Tithe
     Fausset’s Bible Dictionary says,

“Moral obligation, not force, was what constrained the Israelite to give tithes. He solemnly professed he had done so every third and sixth year (of the septennial cycle), when instead of taking the second or vegetable tithe to the sanctuary he used it at home in charity and hospitality (Deut 26:13-14; 14:28-29).

What Ancient Historical Writers Say About Third Tithe:

· Tobit (1:7,8) says he gave a third tithe to the poor;

· Josephus (Ant. 4:8, 8, section 22) also mentions a third tithe;

· Jerome too on Ezekeil 45.

· Maimonides denies a third tithe (which would be an excessive burden) and represents the seceded tithe of the third and sixth years as shared between the poor and the Levites. (See Selden on Tithes, 2:13).
· Ewald suggests that for two years the third tithe was virtually voluntary, on the third year compulsory. Thus there was a yearly tithe for the Levites, a second yearly tithe for two years for the festivals; but this second tithe on every third year was shared by the Levites with the poor. The kings, Samuel foresaw, would appropriate the three years' poor man's tithe (1 Sam 8:15,17). Hezekiah rectified the abuse…

     There is some disagreement among Old Testament Biblical scholars and historians concerning the number and the frequency of the tithes that were to be paid. Part of the problem is the incomplete record to establish how well the Israelites did in carrying out their tithing obligation. Any causal reader of the Old Testament cannot notice that the Jews did not do a very good job of keeping the Law, this would also include paying their tithes (Malachi 3:8-9). We have a record of what God commanded them to do in the Pentateuch, but the historical record of their faithfulness to tithe keeping is lacking, both in Scripture and extra Biblical material. It can be assumed that they may have paid most of the tithes throughout most of their history. In the pre-exiled Prophets, the LORD does not reprimand them for neglecting to pay their tithes. The priest and the Levites seemingly were able to administer their duties with adequate resources. Though the neglect and injustice directed toward the poor is a repeated topic. The Kings of Israel and Judah most certainly required the people to pay all their tithes/taxes with force or with the threat of force if they failed to do so. The LORD Himself warned them that this would be case when they choose to have an earthly king to rule over them. At least some of the tithes were extracted in taxes from religious and social affairs of Israel to the Kings’ political and military activities.

The Place Where the Tithes were to be Brought depended on which tithe was being paid. The Levites Tithe was brought to where the Levites dwelt, in one of the Levitical cities or where the tabernacle was placed, for this is where they served. The Festival Tithe (Deuteronomy 12:5-17; 14:22-27) among other offerings was brought to the place where the LORD said that He would establish His Name. The LORD commanded in the Law,
· [image: image43.wmf]“You shall seek the LORD at the place which the LORD your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come. There you shall bring… your tithes…” (Deuteronomy 12:5-7).

     The permanent place that God chose to establish His name for His dwelling was the temple in Jerusalem. This is where the Hebrews would bring the Levites tithe. During the time of Joshua and the Judges the location is a bit uncertain, because the LORD told David, 

· “…since the day I brought up the sons of Israel from Egypt, even to this day;… I have been moving about in a tent, even in a tabernacle” (2 Samuel 7:6).

[image: image44.wmf]     From the day the priest brought the ark across the Jordan River until David brought it up to Jerusalem, Scripture records at least 10 different locations. It seems to have mostly resided from the end of the Conquest of the Land until the time of Saul in Shiloh, a period of about 400 years. Shiloh, within the bounders of Ephraim was centrally located with which made reaching it the easiest for most of the tribes of Israel. This is where the tithes, sacrifices and other offers were brought.

The Storehouse

     God commands His people to,

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house…” (Malachi 3:10).

     It was not until King Hezekiah that a storehouse is mentioned. The storehouse were rooms adjacent to the temple built to house the abundant amount of tithes brought by the people at that time,

· [image: image45.wmf] “As soon as the order spread, the sons of Israel provided in abundance the first fruits of grain, new wine, oil, honey and of all the produce of the field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of all. The sons of Israel and Judah who lived in the cities of Judah also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep, and the tithe of sacred gifts which were consecrated to the LORD their God, and placed them in heaps… Hezekiah responded,  ‘Since the contributions began to be brought into the house of the LORD, we have had enough to eat with plenty left over, for the LORD has blessed His people, and this great quantity is left over’. Then Hezekiah commanded them to prepare rooms in the house of the LORD, and they prepared them. They faithfully brought in the contributions and the tithes and the consecrated things; and Conaniah the Levite was the officer in charge of them and his brother Shimei was second.” (2 Chronicles 31:5-12).

     The Poor Tithe was brought to the local towns for distribution,

· “At the end of every third year you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in that year, and shall deposit it in your town” (Deuteronomy 14:28).

     Every three years either the Levites tithe, or an additional tithe was taken to the nearest Levitical city and distributed among the Levites, the foreigner, orphans and widows.

     “The general first tithe of all animal and vegetable increase for maintaining the priests and Levites is taken, for granted; …the second additional tithe of the field produce alone, and for celebrating the sacred feasts each first and second year in the Shiloh or Jerusalem sanctuary, and every third year at home with a feast to the Levites, the stranger, fatherless, and widow. 

TO SUMMARIZE

1) The Levites Tithe was brought to the Levitical Cities and to Shiloh and then Jerusalem (Brought every year, except the 7th year).

2) The Festival Tithe was brought to Shiloh and later to Jerusalem (1st, 2nd, 4th, & 6th year).

3) The Poor Tithe was brought to the nearest local town (Every 3rd & 6th year).

CONCLUSION

     The Old Testament Teaches that the Command to Tithe(s) were Given:

1) To a Specific People – Israel.

2) For A Specific Purpose -

a) For the Recipient - to provide the Levites with an inheritance, and the poor with sufficient provisions.

b) For the Contributor – an opportunity for the people to trust in the LORD as well as an opportunity to share in and rejoice in what the LORD had provided.

3) Under a Specific Time and Circumstance – “The Dispensation of the Law” - from Moses to until Christ. Tithing is indivisible joined with the Old Covenant. It cannot and should not be disconnected from its Mosaic Agreement.
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            DEATH TO THE TITHE

          Contrary to what has been presented it does not prevent a shortest of tithing advocates from attempting to seize the tithe from its Old Testament context and demand New Testament Believers continue to abide by it. They do so seemingly hoping that their listeners have forgotten this particular directive is contained in an Old Covenant that has been entirely annulled. And if the whole has been annulled, that is, cancelled, then the individual parts have been annulled as well. The Old has been replaced with the New. The saint living under the dispensation of grace, is now bound by a “New Covenant” with a “New” set of rules and stipulations, that does not included a required tithe(s) of one’s income. The priest and the Levites with whom the tithe was to be paid is no longer a functioning ministering body of the LORD. The place where the tithes were to be brought, the Levitical cities and the temple in Jerusalem, including the adjacent storehouse, are no longer in existence. 

[image: image47.wmf]     Throughout the New Testament the New Covenant believer is encouraged and expected to make many spiritual and sacrificial offerings (See New Covenant Giving), unto the Lord Jesus Christ who is not only a prophet and a king but also a priest, not from the tribe of Levi, according to the Law, but a priest after the order of Melchizedek. He is a far superior priest, a High Priest from the tribe of Judah. His priesthood was made possible by a change of law (Hebrews 7:12).  The law was changed in order to necessitate a new priesthood that in affect abolished the old Levitical priesthood. Since the tithe is irrevocable connected with the Levitical priesthood the tithe has been abolished as well.

[image: image48.wmf]Grace Requires More, Not Less!

“Jesus saw the tithe as a requirement of God. It is unthinkable in light of the cross on which our Savior died, that any of us under grace would give less than the Jews gave under the law!”
          Arguing from Matthew 23:23, O. S. Hawkins, the former pastor at the First Baptist Church of Ft. Lauderdale gives the standard respond to the charge that the New Testament believer is not obligated to keep the tithe, because we are “no longer under the (Mosaic) Law” but “under grace”. Another typical respond is,

“Christians, whose privileges are so much greater and to whom heaven is opened by Christ's death and ascension, should at least offer no less a proportion of all their income to the Lord's cause than did the Israelite: we should not lose but even in this world gain thereby”
 

     Tithing advocates who proclaim that God’s minimum obligation for giving have grossly underestimated the amount or the percentage! Is tithing, a simple 10%, the minimum that God required under the Mosaic Law? Not by a long shot! The tithe or tithes were a part of the whole system, i.e.:

· “There you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock…” (Deuteronomy 12:6).
The Minimum Required Giving under the Mosaic Law – “Just for Starters” 
4) [image: image49.wmf]The Levites Tithe (Leviticus 27:30-33; Nehemiah 10:37-38).

5) The Festival Tithe (Deuteronomy 12:6-17; 14:22-27).

6) The Poor Tithe (Deuteronomy 14:28).

7) The First Fruits (Lev. 19:23-25)

8) The First born (Deuteronomy 12:6).

9) The Half-Shekel* Temple Tax (Exodus 30:13-14; Nehemiah 10:32).

10) The Levitical Cities (Numbers 35:2-3).

11) Sin and Burnt Offers (Their Regulations are found in Leviticus/ Hebrews 18:8-24).

12) Offerings of Thanksgiving, such as, meal or peace offerings (Leviticus 7:12-15; 22:29) though not required, they were expected.

     It is a gross misstatement to say that the minimum that the Jews were required to give under the Mosaic economy was only ten percent! Why do tithing advocates only emphasis only this one command and ignore the rest? Why do they repeatedly preach on Malachi 3:8-10 and ignore the rest of the book? Have you ever heard a sermon on any other verses in Malachi other than Malachi 3:8-10? I seriously doubt it. Have you ever heard a sermon on Malachi 4:4?

· “Remember the law of Moses My servant, even the statutes and ordinances which I commanded him in Horeb for all Israel”

     If Malachi 3:8-10 is still a binding compulsion duty for the New Covenant believer then why is not Malachi 4:4 still binding as well? The answer is obvious: the New Covenant has replaced the Old (Hebrews 8:13).
An Overly Simply Solution

     Unfortunately, many, if not most, church leader today take the easy road by just keeping it simple. John MacArthur comments,

      “Many people say the solution to giving is to just accept the biblical standard of giving which the tithe or ten percent. They justify the ten percent by saying that if the Law required ten percent, certainly grace would require at least ten percent. (What they don’t tell you is that the Law required much more than just 10%). However, the tithe is never mentioned in the New Testament in reference to the church. But what I’m afraid they’re really saying is that they know tithing is not New Testament giving, yet if they don’t push the tithe, they won’t get enough money to operate. The problem with 10% is this: One it isn’t biblical and it’s giving for the wrong reason. It’s giving to fulfill an obligation rather than a response of a loving, willing heart. And two, it hinders what you could do by making you think you’re done. Giving is never to be coercion of fund raising.
     God’s pattern for giving is not tithing in the New Testament and it wasn’t in the Old Testament either. It never has been tithing…

A Failed Opportunity

     “I do not believe that you’ll find tithing in the New Testament. Every time the New Testament has an opportunity where it could interject the ten percent, it makes sure it never does – because we are not under the law (of Moses) we’re under grace. Besides, if you check the Old Testament carefully, tithing is at least twenty-three percent a year and up – not ten percent”

A Failed Distinction

     Ray Stedman in his article “Giving under Grace” says must churchmen miserably fail at making vital distinctions between the tithes in the Law and giving under Grace:

1) The Tithe was an important element in economy of Israel

     “It is plainly evident that the tithe was an important factor in the divinely given economy of Israel. Not only were the Levites dependent upon it for their living (in turn paying their tithes to the high priest), but much of the temple expenses was met by the tithe and the poor and dependent of the land looked to the tithe-law for succor (assistance). Under the law the tithe was, unquestionably the divine plan for supporting and maintaining God’s priests in their intercessory and sacrificial work. This may be freely and gladly admitted.

2) The tithe is a totally different matter in the economy of Grace

“But it is quite another thing to take that which belonged to the nation, Israel and which supported a group of robed and mitred priests, who offered daily bloody sacrifices for the remission of the sins of one nation, and apply it to a heterogeneous body of Jews and Gentiles in which each individual is himself a priest, who rest for eternity upon the once-for-all offering of the Lamb of God, and whose message is to be preached to every creature under heaven. This is indeed, a different matter”.

3) Most refuse to acknowledge the distinctions

“Yet despite these evident distinctions scores of books and pamphlets roll from the presses each year in which tithing is declared to be the only scriptural method of giving, which specious claim is supported by frequent references to Jewish commandments....”

4) Most hopeless muddle up the distinctions
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     “Of course, this legalist admixture of Jewish and Christian truth arises from a failure to differentiate in the Bible between what properly belongs to Israel and what may be claimed by the church. The basic error is that of regarding Old Testament and New Testament saints as identical in character and destiny, thus applying all promises in the Old Testament to the church, indiscriminately. Such careless exposition obviously precludes any true study of Scripture and accounts for the hopeless confusion found on every hand”.
 

A Greater Freedom And A Greater Responsibility

     Even though New Covenant believers are given a greater freedom in their giving, particularly in their amount given, they are also given a greater responsibility,

“We have need of godly wisdom and discretion to direct us in the exercise of our charity or beneficence, and particularly in the choice of the proper objects of it; for, though none who stand in need of us are to be wholly overlooked, yet there is a difference to be made between some and others”.
 
Camouflage
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     Tithing advocates frequently accuse the “very vocal” tithing objector, simply calling it “their view” of camouflaging their own giving practices, or the lack their of. They will often ask the “Freedom Giver” whether or not their giving equals to or exceeds the 10% minimum, (expecting a no answer),

“Usually they rub their chin or scratch their head or look down at the floor and admit in the end that they themselves give less than the tenth. Candidly, I have run into very few people who take this line whose actual giving even came up to the tithe”.

It’s Irrelevant!

[image: image52.wmf]     However, if in fact a tithe was never universally commanded and the Levitical, Festival, and Poor Tithes of the Old Covenant were limited to the nation of Israel and were only temporary, now abolished, and a new plan of giving is replaced by the New Covenant, the question of whether someone does or does not give or pay a tenth of their income to the local church is totally irrelevant! We are under a new contract. The old contract is of no consequence what so ever.

     If in fact tithing laws are still binding and applicable to the Church, then tithing advocates should not only insist that every Christian must “begin” with the tithe, and not only say that tithing is better “the second time around”, but also INSIST that every Christian should “double-tithe”. At least this would be more consistent with the Law. The difficulty with insisting on a double-tithe is that tithing promoters can only get a small fraction of their own assembly to give something that is even comes close to a tenth of their income even after many years of consistent pleas. So, even they have settled on a tenth, 20% must seem unattainable. 

A Tingly Feeling

    Tithing Advocates incorrectly assume that those who object to tithing on the basis of the Law are only left with a “feeling” in determining an amount to be given. They think and they desperately want everyone to think that if one abandons the tithe (and the LAW in general), as a universal required percentage command by God, the only basis for giving then is “feeling”.
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     Dr. Kendall uses the word “feel” or “feeling” twenty five times on three pages to describe what he apparently believes is the Spirit led giver’s only basis for giving. He says,

“There are those who object to tithing on the basis of legalism who put it like this, “we should give only as we “feel” led.”

     He correctly argues that one cannot simply be lead by the feeling of the Spirit:

“What if you don’t feel lead to pray, does it mean you should not pray?” What if one does not feel cheerful when they pray or when they give, does this mean you should wait until you feel cheerful to pray or give? “We love by showing. By doing. Not feeling. But doing. This is the theme throughout the New Testament”.

    What does the New Testament say? The Spirit in His Word directs the Believer to:
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· “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17);

· “Always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all” (Philippians 1:4);

· “Rejoice always” (1 Thessalonians 5:16); “Rejoice always. Again I say rejoice” (Philippians 4:4);

· “Always giving thanks for all thing” (Ephesians 5:20);

· “You ought to love one another, just as I have loved you” (John 13:34).
A Ludicrous Assumption - If you deny the universal obligation to tithe you only have a “feeling” to guide you in the amount the be given - “But what if you don’t feel lead to give? Does it mean you should not give?” 

[image: image55.wmf]     Absolutely NOT! The New Testament does not leave the New Covenant believer with just a “feeling”. To the contrary! There are many, many, things the New Testament Believer is to “consider” doing, including giving to the work of the Lord. The Believer is not asked to use his “feelings”, but “to consider” (axioo) – TO THINK, deem, or count what is deserving, suitable, due, or worthy; or (hegeomai) - to count, think, or  esteem; or (kataneoe) - to exercise the mind; to comprehend. In other words – “Use Your Head”! This is the theme that is found throughout the New Testament.

     The New Covenant believer is not asked to feel his way through the dark, but is exhorted to walk wisely, understanding what the will of the Lord is… to be filled with spiritual wisdom (Ephesians 5:15-18); allowing “the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom” (Colossians 3:16). 

     The New Covenant Believer Is Exhorted in the New Testament to Consider Providing:

[image: image56.wmf]
· Wages for those who labor in the Christian ministry (Luke 10:2-7; Matthew 10:10-11; I Corinthians 9:1-11; Galatians 6:6-10; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; I Timothy 5:17-18).
· Assistance to poor saints who are in need (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9; Acts 11:27-30; Romans 15:26-27).
· Assistance according to your ability or resources to give according to “how God has prospered Him” and “what he had purposed in his heart” Giving in itself is a grace/gift from God, not a command (Luke 6:38; Acts 11:29; Romans 15:26b; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9).
     Apparently tithing advocates have become so fixated on the tithe that they have completely missed “God’s New Testament Plan For Giving”.
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     The God’s New Testament program for giving is rooted in the New Commandment Jesus gave to His disciples, 

·  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you….” (John 13:34; 15:12,17).

     The command to love one another was to be the distinguishing mark of a true disciple of Christ. 

· “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." (13:35)

     In one of the apostle Paul’s earliest letters he mentions that the early church was already very familiar with Jesus’ command,

· “Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God (Jesus) to love one another” (1 Thessalonians 4:9).

     Near the end of the apostolic age Saint John reminds believers that from the very beginning the foundational message of Christ’s Church is the command to believe in Jesus Christ and to love the brethren,

· “For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another” (1 John 3:11).

· “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us” (1 John 3:23).

· “Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another. And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it” (2 John 5-6).

     The foundational truth for believers in Christ Jesus is to love his fellow believers, to walk and live out this truth daily. And throughout the New Testament there are various practical ways and examples by which individual believers express their heartfelt love of Christ to one another. There is also reproof for failing to love your brother or sister in the Lord.

THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE TITHE 
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     With the amount of emphasis given to the topic of tithing amongst Church leaders today one might expect to find numerous references and commands to tithing in the New Testament. In reality are only four references in the entire New Testament to the tithe (Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42; 18:12; Hebrews 7:8-9). And NOWHERE IS THERE A COMMAND TO TITHE!

     Yes, it can be said that our Lord Jesus did speak of tithe and even affirmed the Old Testament obligation to tithe, but for whom and under what circumstance? Jesus mentions the tithe within the context of His condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees,

· “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others” (Matthew 23:23)

· “But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others” (Luke 11:42)
     Jesus was correct to affirm tithe keeping at that time in which He was speaking when men still lived under and were guided by the Law of Moses. However, these religious hypocrites of His day were so extremely zealous in keeping some of the most minuscule details of the Mosaic Law, that they missed the whole point of doing so. They had overlooked why the tithe(s) was given in the first place – to provide the Levites and the poor their just due. The Levites were to be provided with an inheritance and payment for their service to the Lord as God’s originally ordained teachers of the Mosaic Law. Israel’s just obligation was to give a portion of their Land and pay a tenth of all that was produced of the Land to the Levites and priests. It was not something to boast about. For who receives praise for doing what they ought?

     Jesus criticized the Pharisees for attempting to keep the Law and for making their tithe payments for the wrong reasons. Their motive for tithing and keeping the Law in general was for the purpose of showing off,

· “they do all their deeds to be noticed by men…” (Matthew 23:5).

The Pharisees’ focus was entirely upon themselves,

· A Pharisee boasted, “I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.' (Luke 18:12).

     Keeping the tithe was not only their just obligation but it also ought to have been a way for them to show their love and concern for their fellow brothers by providing for their needs. This action would also prove their love for God. 

     How is it that the Pharisees and the scribes became the so-called experts in the Law? Its plausible that because the people of Israel failed to pay the whole tithe to the Levites (Malachi 3:8-10) that they and many of the priests abandoned their duties as protectors and teachers of the Law in order to work the Land, for they could no longer sustain themselves from what they received from the people. As a result, the party of the Pharisees, who were not priest and Levites, usurped the role as experts of the Law and simply filled the void. These power grapping self-proclaimed experts were in reality blind guides (Matthew 23:16) to the just and charitable use of the true Law.

Does Jesus Command Us to Tithe? 
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     Jesus affirmed Israel’s obligation and original purpose to pay the tithe. But nowhere does Jesus command His disciples to pay the tithe(s). One may argue that Jesus neither commands His disciples not to tithe or to stop tithing. Therefore, the assumption is the tithe obligation is still active. The main point here in the Gospel accounts is the hypocrisy of the Pharisees, not the reaffirmation of the tithe for all ages.

     In Matthew 17:24-27, Jesus reaffirms to Peter his obligation to pay the half-shekel temple tax. Does that mean then that the church then is still obligated to pay it as well? No one advocates such an idea. Who has ever heard of a sermon on the Church’s obligation for paying the half-shekel temple tax? Besides where would you take it? The temple is no more. In the same manner, where would one take the Levites tithe? The storehouse is no more. The Levitical cities are no more. The Levites are no more. The Old Covenant is no more!

     A New Covenant with a new set of rules and stipulations established by grace would Jesus soon ratify with His own life, signified by the shedding of blood. A New Commandment He gives, that His disciples “love one another”. The rules of the” New Covenant of Grace” are laid out in the epistles of the New Testament. It is there the rules of the New Covenant are given as general principles for Christ’s Church to follow. With regard to the tithe(s) there is absolutely nothing mentioned whatsoever.

     There is one reference in Hebrews with regard to the tithe:

· “In this case mortal men receive tithes, but in that case one receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives on. And, so to speak, through Abraham even Levi, who received tithes, paid tithes” (Hebrews 7:8-9)

[image: image62.wmf]     For our discussion there is no need to go into any detail explanation of this passage other than to say that the author is speaking of tithing in the context of Old Covenant. There is no command here given by Jesus for His disciples or His church to tithe. It is true Abraham paid tithes and Levi received tithes and paid tithes through Abraham. Abraham also built altars to the Lord and offered sacrifices on them. This does not mean we should do so also.

     What we should do is what Jesus did say: 

· “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return" (Luke 6:38). 
What we should do is to consider what the New Testament does say concerning giving:

I. [image: image63.wmf]Consider providing wages for those who labor in the Christian ministry (Luke 10:2-7; Matthew 10:10-11; I Corinthians 9:1-11; Galatians 6:6-10; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; I Timothy 5:17-18).

II. Consider providing assistance to poor saints who are in need (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9; Acts 11:27-30; Romans 15:26-27).

III. Consider providing assistance according to your ability or resources to give according to “how God has prospered Him” and “what he had purposed in his heart” (Luke 6:38; Acts 11:29; Romans 15:26b; 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9).

     These considerations are the only areas of the New Testament addresses. The New Testament does not deal in any way with how churches should raise money for their budgets and building programs. All of the modern methods of raising funds for “the ongoing work of the ministry” find their origin in contemporary business practices, not from the Scripture.
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I. WAGES FOR THE WORKERS
     Jesus, the Chief Cornerstone, and the Apostle Paul, a foundation stone of the church, give instruction concerning providing funds for those who labor in the pursuit of proclaiming the Christian message. The workers are those who labor at evangelism, church planting, and preaching and teaching of the Gospel -- Luke 10:2-7; Matthew 10:10-11; I Corinthians 9:1-11; Galatians 6:6-10; Romans 12:13; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; I Timothy 5:17-18.
A Worthy Cause - Luke 10:2-7; Matthew 10:10-11

     Jesus gives instruction to seventy of His other disciples to go before Him in pairs to the many towns and villages that He Himself would visit and says to them:

· [image: image65.png]


“ …The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.  Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.  Carry no money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way.  Whatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace be to this house.' If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you.  Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages…” (Luke 10:1-7).

· “…the worker is worthy of his support…” (Matthew 10:10-11)

[image: image66.wmf]     Jesus tells these disciplers that whoever proclaims the gospels message of Christ Jesus are to regard themselves as workers, “ergates” – (those who work or toil) and not to refuse to receive payment for services, “misthos”, or nourishment “trophe” (literally means meat), that they are deserving, “axios” - comparable or suitable of it.

To Pay or Not to Pay

[image: image67.wmf]     In I Corinthians 9:3-14 Paul argues that he has a right to receive payments for his work as an apostle. In the context Paul is responding to the charge that he was not a true apostle by not receiving payment for preaching the gospel. The false “super-apostles”, as Paul mockingly calls them, argued that they were the true apostles for not only did they charge the people a fee to speak, they charged extravagant speaking fees to preach – “And see the churches paid it. How could Paul be an apostle at all when he charges nothing?” The fact remains that even though Paul did not charge the Corinthians or ask them for his wages does not mean he was not deserving of them. 

· “My defense to those who examine me is this: Do we not have a right to eat and drink? Do we not have a right to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or do only Barnabas and I not have a right to refrain from working? Who at any time serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat the fruit of it? Or who tends a flock and does not use the milk of the flock?

     I am not speaking these things according to human judgment, am I? Or does not the Law also say these things? For it is written in the Law of Moses, "YOU SHALL NOT MUZZLE THE OX WHILE HE IS THRESHING." God is not concerned about oxen, is He? Or is He speaking altogether for our sake? Yes, for our sake it was written, because the plowman ought to plow in hope, and the thresher to thresh in hope of sharing the crops.  If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? If others share the right over you, do we not more? Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ. Do you not know that those who perform sacred services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to the altar have their share from the altar? So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:3-14).

Paul Provides Seven Lines of Reasoning for Why He was Worthy of His Wages:

1) [image: image68.wmf] 

It’s appropriate for the other apostles, among other things (3-6)

2) It’s an appropriate business practice (7)

3) It’s appropriate according to human reasoning (8a)

4) It was appropriate in the Mosaic Law (8b-9)

5) It ‘s appropriate for animals, its even more appropriate for man (9) 

6) It’s an appropriate expectation (10-11)

7) It’s an appropriate common right (12)

8) It was appropriate for the Levites and the priests (13)

9) It’s appropriate because the Lord Jesus said so (14).
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“If Them, Then I Even More So” 

[image: image70.wmf]     “Paul argues from the maintenance they afforded others: You allow others this maintenance, and confess their claim just; but who has so just a claim as I from the church of Corinth? Who has given greater evidence of the apostolic mission? Who had labored so much for your good, or done like service among you?" (v. 12) He renounced his right, rather than by claiming it he would hinder his success. He denied himself, for fear of giving offence; but asserted his right lest his self-denial should prove prejudicial to the ministry.
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     This power over the student is the teacher's privilege of partaking of the believer's material things. Apparently certain teacher had exercised their right over the Corinthians. But Paul triumphantly boasts that we have not used this power. His taking financial help might have hinder(ed) the gospel of Christ, for some might have thought he preached only for this.”
 

The People’s Duty

     “It is the people's duty to maintain their minister, by Christ's appointment, though it be not a duty bound on every minister to call for or accept it. He may waive his right, as Paul did, without being a sinner; but those transgress an appointment of Christ who deny or withhold it. Those who preach the gospel have a right to live by it; and those who attend on their ministry, and yet take no thought about their subsistence, fail very much in their duty to Christ, and respect owing to them”

The True Rule Is
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     “It is not that they should grow rich, or lay up treasures, or speculate in it, or become merchants, farmers, teachers, or bookmakers for a living; but it is that they should have such a maintenance as to constitute a livelihood. They should be made comfortable; not rich. They should receive so much as to keep their minds from being harassed with cares, and their families from want not so much as to lead them to forget their dependence on God, or on the people. Probably the true rule is, that they should be able to live as the mass of the people among whom they labor live; that they should be able to receive and entertain the poor, and he willing to do it; and so that the rich also may not despise them, or turn away from their dwelling”.

     The Apostle Paul’s purpose which he labored so diligently was to preach Christ, admonishing and teaching every believer, so they may eventually be found complete or mature before Christ (Colossians 1:28-29). Such a task could not be accomplished alone. Therefore, after he had established a church in a given city he would then appoint ruling-teaching elders whom he himself had instructed in the Word, to take up this same cause. He likewise establishes very early the responsibility of those who labor hard in the Lord to have their essential needs supplied for, by those who benefit from their instruction. On the elders behave Paul exhorts the churches to take care of those who catechize (Galatians 6:6), rule well (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; 1 Timothy 5:17), work hard in the Word and doctrine (1 Timothy 5:17), and admonish (1 Thessalonians 5:12; Colossians 1:28) in the Lord.

Share What Is Good Now While There Is Still Time – Galatians 6:6f

     In keeping with the believers obligation to “serve one another, through love” (Galatians 5:13-14) and to “bear one another’s burdens” (6:2) Paul writes in one of his earliest letters to the churches urging the Galatians to “koinoneo” – share, distribute, contribute, participate with those who instruct, literally “catechize” them.
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“The one who is taught the word is to share all good things with the one who teaches him.  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life. Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary. So then, while we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who are of the household of the faith” (Galatians 6:6-10). 

     The directive is clear, those who receive instruction are to return to him who teaches. They were to “koinoneo” - 'impart a share unto his teacher' him that teacheth catechetically; “katecheo” literally means to “echo down” - to sound down into the ears, i.e. (by implication) to indoctrinate ("catechize").
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[image: image75.wmf]     An echo is simply the reverberation of what is spoken. It is the exact return of sound. The teacher of the Word is echoing or repeating exactly what he had been taught handing that same exact truth (both in word and deed) on to others who are also instructed to do the same. So on and on the Word reverberates throughout time, from one generation to another.

· “The things which you (Timothy) have heard from me (Paul) in the presence of many witnesses, entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also”       (2 Timothy 2:2-3).

· “…just as it has taught you, you abide in Him” (1 John 2:27).

     In Galatians 6:6 the one who is taught in the Word, that is, the disciple, the student, is instructed to share “all good things” with his teacher.

The Scope of “all good things”

     The typical understanding of 6:6f is that Paul is endeavoring to establish the on going material support of it ministers,

“Here the thought returns to bearing one another's burdens, but in the specific area of giving for the support of Christian work”.
 Those who benefit from receiving spiritual things are to return to them by sharing “in all the good things”, i.e.: “material things”
 (Romans 15:27; 1 Corinthians 9:11) “By sharing material things one also are sharing or participating in spiritual things and rewards. It is a cooperative work. The teacher and the taught both need each other to accomplish the work of the Spirit”.

     This position would have to assume that the Galatians believers were failing to support the teaching elders that Paul had appointed to lead the newly established churches that he himself started. If this were the case, it seems the placement of this admonition in this context is rather odd. 

[image: image76.wmf]An Alternative View

     Though returning material goods for spiritual instruction is taught elsewhere in the New Testament and is not excluded here the overall sense is a return of “spiritual goodness”. Those who are instructed to be morally and spiritually good should return this goodness to the teacher as well as all men, especially to those who the same faith.
     The one who is catechized is directed to share “all good things”. John MacArthur argues that, ”Good is from agothos…” with the definite article “…speaking of a particular good, the good. It is the agathos goodness of moral and spiritual excellence that is a fruit of the Spirit (5:22) not simply kalos goodness that is limited to physical and temporal things”.
 “Good things could include material goods, but that does not seem to be the sense here… The seemingly obvious interpretation, and the one that is most common, is that Paul is exhorting congregations to pay their pastor fairly…”
 Although he agrees this principle is taught elsewhere in the NT, MacArthur does not believe that Paul is teaching this here due to the context.

     This idea is taught elsewhere in Scripture. In fact, the greatest joy for an instructor is to see the instructed doing as he has been instructed,

· “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth” (3 John 4).

Self Deceived

     It seems the Galatians had deceived themselves into thinking (or just in case they did Paul warns) that they could continue to “sow” - walk or live - according to the deeds of the flesh and not reap the fruit or consequences of doing so, which is corruption “phthora” (decay, i.e. ruin). Not only is such thinking foolish and evil,
 it also mocks and ridicules God. Paul reminds his readers, “don’t think you can sin with impunity”, 

· “for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap” (6:7b). 

     Here is the rudimentary law of agriculture. It is absolutely universal, applying equally to every farmer in every time and place. There are no exceptions. This earthly material principle also applies to the moral and spiritual realm, both bad and good,

· “Those who plow iniquity, and those who sow trouble harvest it” (Job 4:8).

· “For they sow the wind and they reap the whirlwind… Sow with a view to righteousness, reap in accordance with kindness” (Hoses 8:7; 10:12)

· “The wicked earns deceptive wages, But he who sows righteousness gets a true reward” (Proverbs 11:18)

· “He who sows iniquity will reap vanity, and the rod of his fury will perish. He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor”             (Proverbs 22:8-9).

     It is common for ignorant or lacivious individuals to assume because they are “under grace” and no longer “under the Mosaic Law” that they are free from the universal principle of sowing and reaping”. Believers are duty-bound “to love one another” and not to think that they can escape penalties and rebuke for failing to keep “The Law of Love”.

Clarification Concerning Sowing and Reaping

[image: image77.wmf]
· Those who sow to the Spirit reap the wages and fruits for “Life Eternal” (John 4:36). Only seed that is sown to the Spirit can produce a harvest that will last for eternity. Every seed sown to the flesh will perish. It has no lasting value. Only that which is sown to the Spirit can reap a benefit.

· Eternal Life is in itself a gift from the Spirit and cannot be earned, nor lost. The gift of Eternal Life is not sown, but is received. Sowing is to labor and eternal life is not received by laboring (Romans 3:28; 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9).

· A life sown, walked or lived in the Spirit (the fruit of the Spirit) will reap rewards for Eternal Life, unless the sower grows weary. Only the sower who perseveres in doing good can expect to reap a proper sized harvest in keeping with the labor he exerted. Every believer can expect to receive his own reward according to his own labor (1 Corinthians 3:8).

· The amount and the quality of that labor to the Spirit and/or for the Lord will be determined, judged and then properly rewarded by the Lord (1 Corinthians 3:12-14).

· Many believers may not reap any reward at all or even lose their reward, their inheritance. Most likely, many will reap at least some reward or a little reward. Very few will reap a large harvest/reward from the Lord – payment for labor done on His behalf. 

Scripture Verification

· “Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward” (2 John 8-9).

· “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done” (Revelation 22:12).

     Again, although the primary and broader focus of “sharing all good things” is spiritual, returning material riches for spiritual richer is certainly not excluded. The sharing of material goods for spiritual purposes is a spiritual act of worship (Matthew 2:11). 

Faith Without Works is Useless

     If ones expression of faith is merely spiritual, excluding the material, according to James, it is of no profit to anyone,

· “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,’ and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. (James 2:14-17).

     What good is one’s faith or religion if it never expresses itself in loving action in the real world toward a needy brother or sister in Christ? Mere words cannot provide food and blankets for a fellow believer who would otherwise die without them. Faith without action is good for nothing. 

[image: image78.wmf]How To Be More Than Useless

     Anyone who have faith and has the resources to assist a fellow member of the household of faith who is in serious need of support, and that person does nothing is nothing. He is useless. Paul calls this believer worse than nothing, nothing more than an irritating noisy gong or a clanging cymbal (1 Corinthians 13:1). 

[image: image79.wmf]     The lack of love/works in assisting a needy brother is shocking and appalling. His dead, inactive faith did not save his brother, neither will it save him from certain discipline from the Lord. His dead faith cannot save him from temporal judgment. Jesus called such a believer not only a worthless slave but also a wicked lazy slave whose punishment will include having even what he possessed taken away from him and given to others who are faithful and investing. The master will “thrown out this worthless slave into the outer darkness; in the place where there is “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30). 

[image: image80.wmf]Love for God Without Love for a Brother is Hollow 

· “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God should love his brother also” (1 John 4:20-21).

[image: image81.wmf]     For a believer who has faith in God, loves God, and has the ability to provide a blanket and food for a freezing and starving brother or sister, but instead only says ‘Go in peace…’ his faith by itself shows that he does not love his brother, but in fact must hate him. If he hates his brother then he cannot say he loves God, otherwise he makes himself out to be a liar. One of the six things listed which the LORD hates, is a lying tongue (Proverbs 6:17), it’s an abomination to Him (12:22). It is said, “It is better to be a poor man than a liar” (19:22). Men are warned “not add to his words, or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar” (30:6). Ananias, and wife Sapphira can tell us it is not good to lie to God or to lie about their supposed love for God (Acts 5:1-10).

     The believer, who truly loves God, loves his brother or sister in action in the real world. He loves the brethren by providing for them when they are in need and they have the resources to provide for them.

· “Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue only, but in deed and truth” (1 John 3:18).

     The Lord will commend those who combine their love with good deeds,

· “I know your deeds, and your love and faith and service and perseverance…” (Revelation 2:19)

Contribute to the Needs of the Saints - Romans 12:13

[image: image82.wmf]
     In the midst of Paul’s discussion about how believers ought to care for one another he mentions that they ought to be,

· “Contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality” 

     Paul directs believers to share “koinoneo” what is “chreia” - necessary for employment, that is, what is necessary for life. Paul urges the Romans to “distribute to the necessity of the saints”. We ought to do good to all people, but our primary responsibility is to do good, love and care for those who are of the household of the faith” (Galatians 6:10), and our upmost responsibility ought to for the shepherds who oversee the household.

The Lesser For The Greater

[image: image83.wmf] “One of the most basic and natural ways in which a believer can demonstrate his love for one another and bear their burden is to supply the material needs (the lesser) of those who supply us with our spiritual needs (the greater). “Christians are… exhorted to be free and liberal in maintaining their ministers”.


“Christians still have a law to fulfill, the law of Christ. They can fulfill it only in the power of the Spirit, as they serve one another in the fellowship of the Church”.

The Material For The Spiritual

     Pastor/Teachers are to solely devote their business to spiritual things and therefore are in need others to provide for their material needs,

“Ministers are to give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine (1 Timothy 4:13); they are not to entangle themselves with the affairs of this life (2 Timothy 2:4), and therefore it is but fit and equitable that, while they are sowing to others spiritual things, they should reap their carnal things”.
 

A Model to Follow

· “For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution “koinonia” for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things” (Romans 15:26-27).

     The recipients of spiritual things “pneumatikos” are indebted to share material things “sarkikos” in return with those who distribute true riches. The profit derived from receiving spiritual wisdom is far greater than anything material,

· “How blessed is the man who finds wisdom and the man who gains understanding, for her profit is better than the profit of silver and her gain better than fine gold. She is more precious than jewels; and nothing you desire compares with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. Her ways are pleasant ways and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are all who hold her fast” (Proverbs 3:13-18).
Examples of Those Who Shared 

     At the beginning of the infant church, with no specific command to do so, we find them “distributing to the necessity of saint, practicing hospitality”, as Paul would later directed (Romans 12:13),

· “…all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need” (Acts 2:44-45).

· “For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles' feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need” (Acts 4:34-35).


     Paul commends the Philippian church for sharing in his ministry with a “duma” – a gift or present, for his “chreia” – “to furnish what is needed”
 – to receive what would normally be acquired through employment.

· “you have done well to share with me in my affliction. You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account. But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent…” (Philippians 4:14-18a). 

     Paul calls their gift “a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God”. (18b). Their gift was more than adequate, Paul says, to supply his present needs. It was even above and beyond what was necessary. Because of their sacrificial gift Paul is confident that “God will supply all their needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (19).


     At a later point in his ministry Paul speaks of the Ephesians believer’s who had served him and other laborers,

· “Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me” (Acts 20:34)


     After Paul had been ship wreak at Malta the people there honored (paid money or valuables) him and the others with supplies. Luke says,

· “They also honored us with many marks of respect; and when we were setting sail, they supplied us with all we needed” (Acts 28:10)

Highly Honor Teachers of the Word - (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13)

· “But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you in the Lord and give you instruction, and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work” 

     Paul requests “erotao” (to ask, to beseech)
 that the church, 

1) Appreciate - “eido” (see; consider; be aware; to know “the value of") of those who diligently labor “kopiao” among you. Consider those who work hard to the point of feeling fatigue. They are those who have charge over you “proistemi” (to stand before in rank, to preside over) in the Lord, and give you instruction “noutheteo” (to put in mind, to caution or reprove gently: KJV - admonish, warn).

2) Esteem - “hegeomai” (to deem, i.e. consider, think) of them very highly “perissos” (in the sense of beyond); superabundant (in quantity) or superior (in quality); “exceeding abundantly above and beyond”, in love “agape” affection or benevolence, because of their work “ergon” (toil, effort or occupation). 

     Consider the Hard Work of a Laborer in the Word - Catechizes (Galatians 6:6); Teaches and Preaches (1 Timothy 5:17); Admonishes (1 Thessalonians 5:12; Colossians 1:28; 3:16); Rules (1 Thessalonians 5:12; 1 Timothy 5:17).


“Christian ministers, who preach the whole truth, and labor in the word and doctrine, are entitled to more than respect; the apostle commands them to be esteemed huperekperissou, abundantly, and superabundantly; and this is to be done in love; and as men delight to serve those whom they love, it necessarily follows that they should provide for them, and see that they want neither the necessaries nor conveniences of life; I do not say comforts, though these also should be furnished; but of these the genuine messengers of Christ are frequently destitute”.

The Suffering Servant of the Lord

     Paul admits by the grace of God he had labored more than any (1 Corinthians 15:10). And at one point in his ministry what did he receive for his hard work?

· “To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now” (1 Corinthians 4:11-13).

The Hard-Working Farmer

     Though suffering and neglect of material needs is often the case for a laborer in the Lord, it not ought to be the expected state of affairs,

· The hard-working farmer ought to be the first to receive his share “metalambano” (take or portion) of the crops (fruit)” (2 Timothy 2:6).

     “The office of a minister of religion demands respect”. “…there is no benefactor who should be treated with more affectionate regard than he who endeavors to save us from ruin; to impart to us the consolations of the gospel in affliction; and to bring us and our families to heaven”.
 
Elders that Rule Well – 1 Timothy 5:17-18

· “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages” 

     The church is to consider “axioo” (to think, deem, or count what is deserving, suitable, due, or worthy) the elders “presbuteros”
 who rule “proistemi” well and good “kalos” especially those who work hard “kopiao” (to the point of weariness) in the Word “logos” and doctrine “didaskalia”. The church is to consider these elders worthy to receive in return a high degree of honor “timee”. 



     These elders are to entitled to receive “timee” – honor, that is, money paid, esteem, or respect.

“Almost every critic of note allows that “timee” here signifies reward, salary, wages. Let him have a double or a larger salary who rules well; and why? Because in the discharge of his office he must be at expense, in proportion to his diligence, in visiting and relieving the sick, in lodging and providing for strangers; in a word, in his being given to hospitality, which was required of every bishop or presbyter”.
 


     Widows, older ladies, are to be honored, that is, receive financial assistance (1 Timothy 5:3). How much more should elder men in service to the church should receive it as well. “If a presbyter, in virtue of his office, is worthy of honor, he who rules well is doubly so. "Double" is used for large, much more (Revelation 18:6).”

“In the case of those who labor in preaching and teaching, their whole time is thus devoted, and they are deserving of compensation from the church. The word double seems to argue for a sufficient or appropriate recompense, rather than a double amount. In the LXX, in Isaiah 40:2, the same word is used, and it carries in context the idea of ‘full equivalent”.

     Those elders who rule well and good are to receive twice the honor. Those elders who “kopiao” – “work hard” at the Word and doctrine particularly are to receive the greatest degree of honor. The pastor then, has a right to receive payment for his service, especially those who are good at and work hard at it.

     Notice – The New Testament does not say that elders are to be the reciepents of a tithe(s), but they are to receive a sufficient or appropriate salary or pay. If the Jews in Malachi’s day did not provide for the Levites and they were cursed according to the Mosaic Law how much more is the church cursed/not blessed by not giving respect, honor and compensation to its ministers? Those who would have ministers starved, or not comfortably provided for, God will require it of them another day.

     Though the New Covenant believer is no longer under tithe keeping, and the giving of the first fruits, and the firstborn, etc., etc., etc. - regulations of the Mosaic Law, 

“Believers ought not to think that they can excuse themselves from this duty of giving to the ministry for if they sow to the flesh, which will result in nothing lasting, instead of that which ought to be sown to the Spirit, for God is aware of this activity and cannot be deceived. We are only deceiving and robbing ourselves of the rewards of sowing to the Spirit”.
 

It is Just Not Right 
“It appears that some… could receive the Christian ministry without contributing to its support. This is both ungrateful and base. We do not expect that a common schoolmaster will give up his time to teach our children their alphabet without being paid for it; and can we suppose that it is just for any person to sit under the preaching of the Gospel in order to grow wise unto salvation by it, and not contribute to the support of the spiritual teacher? It is unjust.”
 

For the Scripture Says… 

· "You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of his wages”

The Meaning
“To muzzle means, "to bind the mouth; to fasten the mouth to prevent eating or biting" - it was ENTITLED to support; and there was a propriety that it should be permitted to partake of the grain which it was threshing… The beasts that were employed in treading out the corn were allowed to feed while they did the work, so that the more work they did the more food they had; therefore let the elders that labor in the word and doctrine be well provided for…”

The Principle
“The content in Deuteronomy 25 deals with equitable relations among men; the verse is an aphorism quoted by Moses to prove a principle, and is so understood by Paul, who discusses the same principle”

“As establishing a general "principle" in regard to the equity and humanity of the divine laws; and as thus showing that the SPIRIT of the law of God would lead to the conclusion that God intended that the laborer everywhere should have a competent support”.


Much Less, Much More! 

      Paul once again appeals to past and present Scripture, to the LORD of old and to the Lord Jesus as his authority. As part of the Old Covenant God took care to make provision for the laboring ox, how much more should due attention be paid to those who labor for the welfare of the church.

“God, both under the law, and now under the gospel, has taken care that his ministers be well provided for. Does God take care for oxen, and will he not take care of his own servants? The ox only treads out the corn of which they make the bread that perishes; but ministers break the bread of life that endures forever.
 
Summary

· The New Covenant Plan for Giving does not include tithing. There are no Levities for the child of God to bring the tithe too.

· The New Covenant Plan for Giving does include those who receive instruction in the Word and Doctrine of the Christian faith by those who have charge over them and instruct them, to lovingly return a share of their material goods for the greater “spiritual riches” that they have received.

· The church ought to highly honor its teachers for “The laborers are worthy of their wages”, so says the Lord Jesus.

· Though the New Testament believer is given a greater freedom in their giving, particularly in the amount given, the responsibility is still the same, if not even greater to provide for those who labor among us “for our joy” (2 Corinthians 1:24).



Excuses

     There are two primary excuses why the church fails to share with it teachers. They excuse themselves from their duty for,


 1) They spent their share elsewhere. They sowed to the flesh. So, they say, “I have nothing to give”. 

     Let him be reminded of the principle of sowing and reaping,

“A selfish Christian soweth to his flesh, spending his resources to gratify his own personal desires. He may expect to reap corruption. That which might have brought reward by being invested in the Lord's work will be nothing but a decayed mass, a complete loss in terms of eternity. On the other hand, by responding to the Spirit in love and kindness, and gladly participating in the extension of the Gospel by supporting Christian workers, believers will be adding interest to the capital of eternal life”.
 

“If we sow the wind, we shall reap the whirlwind. Those who live a carnal sensual life, who instead of employing themselves to the honor of God and the good of others, spend all their thoughts, and care, and time, about the flesh, must expect no other fruit of such a course than corruption-a mean and short-lived satisfaction at present, and ruin and misery at the end of it. But, on the other hand, those who sow to the Spirit, who under the guidance and influence of the Spirit do live a holy and spiritual life, a life of devotedness to God and of usefulness and serviceableness to others, may depend upon it that of the Spirit they shall reap life everlasting - they shall have the truest comfort in their present course, and an eternal life and happiness at the end of it”


2) They grew weary or tired of sowing to the Spirit. So they say, “I have already given it all”!

 Let him be reminded of the reward for persevering,

“…he would have us carefully to watch and guard against becoming weary; and he gives this very good reason for it, because in due season we shall reap, if we faint not, where he assures us that there is a recompense of reward in reserve for all who sincerely employ themselves in well doing; that this reward will certainly be bestowed on us in the proper season-if not in this world, yet undoubtedly in the next…”
 
II. Assistance For Poor Saints 
     The New Testament asks the church to consider providing assistance to poor saints who are in need (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-9, Romans 15:26-27; Acts 11:27-30;).

     In James 2:14-17 Christ’s brothers of substance are to provide and share with poor brothers in Christ who are in desperate need of physical assistance. By doing so he demonstrates his love for him and for God (1 John 4:20-21).

Consideration of the Poor in the Law

           Consideration of the poor has always been a concern of God. In the first place, the poor would not even exist among the people of God if they had only kept the whole Law,

· “However, there will be no poor among you, since the LORD will surely bless you in the land which the LORD your God is giving you… if only you listen obediently to the voice of the LORD your God, to observe carefully all this commandment…” (Deuteronomy 15:4-5).

     However, if the people did not keep the Mosaic Law (and we know they did not) they would be cursed and the poor would exist among their own countrymen. It is the LORD who makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts” (1 Samuel 2:7a).

      In the case the poor did exist they were to be given certain considerations: 

· Exempt from paying interest on a loan (Exodus 22:25).

· Allowed to make a less costly offering for sin, one that was within their means (Leviticus 14:21f).

· The nearest relative was to redeem a family member who had become poor with any unpayable debt (Leviticus 25:25f).

· If a fellow countryman was to become poor, the others are to sustain him (Leviticus 25:35f).

· The poor countrymen were not to be subject to slave service, but were to be treated as a hired man until the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:39f).
· A hired servant who was poor was not to be oppressed and was to be paid on a daily basis (Deuteronomy 24:14-15).

· The poor were to be given to generously:

“If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from your poor brother; but you shall freely open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need in whatever he lacks. "Beware that there is no base thought in your heart, saying, ' The seventh year, the year of remission, is near,' and your eye is hostile toward your poor brother, and you give him nothing; then he may cry to the LORD against you, and it will be a sin in you. "You shall generously give to him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, because for this thing the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all your undertakings. " For the poor will never cease to be in the land; therefore I command you, saying, 'You shall freely open your hand to your brother, to your needy and poor in your land” (Deuteronomy 15:7-11).

Consideration of the Poor in the Prophets


· 1 and 2 Samuel
     It is said that David came from a poor family (1 Samuel 18:23), became rich (2 Samuel 12:1-2) and stole from the poor (12:3-4), and paid dearly for doing so. He apparently forgot where he came from.

· Job
     God saves the poor from the hand of the mighty. "So the helpless has hope” (Job 5:15-16). Those who oppress and steal from the poor will not prosper long (20:10, 19). Job argues that God seems to ignore those who are oppressed, steal and kill the poor and needy (24:4, 9-10).

· Psalms
     David disagrees and says that: “The LORD hears the cries of the poor man and saves him from his troubles (18:27; 34:6; 72:12-14). Out of God’s goodness He provides for the poor (68:10); and raises them up (113:7). The LORD maintains justice for the poor (140:12).

     The LORD commands: “Vindicate the weak and fatherless; Do justice to the afflicted and destitute.  Rescue the weak and needy; Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked” (82:3-4). Otherwise, the LORD warns that He will cut off the memory from the earth those who did not remember to show lovingkindness, but persecute the afflicted and needy man…” (109:15-16).

     A righteous man is someone who scatters abroad his gifts to the poor (112:9).

· Proverbs

     Solomon in his wisdom states, “Many are poor as a result of their own neglect (10:4); their love of sleep (20:13); or pleasure (21:17). Others are poor due to injustice (13:23).

     He who oppresses and mocks the poor taunts his Maker, but he who is gracious to the needy honors Him” (14:31; 17:5). And, “Happy is he who is gracious to the poor” (Proverbs 14:21). “He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor” (22:9).

     Those who oppress the poor to make more for themselves, will only come to poverty (22:16). And he who shuts his eyes will have many curses, but he who gives to the poor will never want (28:27).

     “The righteous is concerned for the rights of the poor, the wicked does not understand such concern” (29:7).

     The worthy women extend her hand to the poor, and she stretches out her hands to the needy (31:20). 

· Isaiah
     God promised to judge Judah for the plunder of the poor was in their houses (3:14). The Lord promises when the Messiah comes He will judge the poor with righteousness (11:4).

· Jeremiah
     Those who do not defend the rights of the poor the LORD will punish (5:28).

· Ezekiel
     The LORD compares Jerusalem’s abominations to her sister Sodom, who was arrogant, had an abundance of food and lived a careless ease, but did not help the poor and needy (16:48-49). Oppressing the poor and needy is an abomination equal to idolatry, adultery, robbery, and lying. Those who commit such things will surely die, those who do not will live (18:10-17; 22:29-31).

· Daniel
     Daniel said to Nebuchadnezzar the king, “Showing mercy to the poor, may be a prolonging of his prosperity” (4:27).

· Amos
     The LORD promises those who oppress the poor and crush the needy will be taken away with meat and fish hooks (4:1-2). Those who impose a heavy rent on the poor and ignore their pleas for help will build houses and not live in them, will plant vineyards and not drink the wine (5:11-12).

· Zechariah
     Zechariah reminds Israel that great wrath came upon them because among other things they oppressed the widow, orphan, stranger and the poor. They were scattered and the pleasant land was left desolate behind them (7:8-14).

Consideration of the Poor in the Gospels


· Jesus said the kingdom is for the poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3), the poor (Luke 6:20).

· One of the signs that Jesus was the Expect One is that the poor have the gospel preached to them (Matthew 11:5; Luke 4:18; 7:22)

· He gave instructs to His Jewish disciples of what to do when they give to their poor countrymen (Matthew 6:2-3).

· Jesus tells the rich young ruler in order to be complete and have treasures in heaven he must sell all his possessions, give to the poor, and come follow Him (Matthew 19:21; Mark 10:21; Luke 18:22).

· Judas Iscariot pretended to care for the poor (John 12:6-7; 13:29)

· Opportunities to giving to the poor will always be available (Matthew 26:11; Mark 14:7; John 12:8).

· Although the poor widow gave a very small amount into the temple treasury, gave all that she had, by doing so, Jesus said, she gave more than the rich who gave a large amount, but did not give their all (Mark 12:42; Luke 21:2).

· In order to be great in the kingdom of God when one has a dinner or a reception one should invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed… (Luke 14:12-14) … the self-sufficient will not be blessed (Luke 14:16-24).

· Those who are poor in this life will be lifted up and those who are rich and do not give to the poor will suffer in the next (Luke 16:20-31).

· After Zaccheus promised to give half his possessions to the poor Jesus declared that salvation had come to his house (Luke 19:8-9).

Consideration of the Poor in the Epistles
· The Gentiles were asked to remember the poor in Judea (Galatians 2:10).

· James appeals to the church in Jerusalem not to have an attitude of personal favoritism toward rich believers resulting in the neglect of poor ones:

“If a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes, and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, "You sit here in a good place," and you say to the poor man, "You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool," have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives? Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? But you have dishonored the poor man…” (James 2:1-6)
· Paul reminded the Corinthians of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for our sake He became poor, so that we through His poverty might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9).

· Although giving to the poor is vital, it is not everything for even if one gives all of their possessions to the poor, but does not give in love, it profits him nothing (1 Corinthians 13:3).

Now, Concerning The Collection


· Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.  On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come” (1 Corinthians 16:1-2).
     At the end of Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians he addresses the collection of funds to be sent to poor Jewish saints living in and around Jerusalem. Many of them may have already heard that a collection was going to take place for Paul had previously given directions to the churches in Galatia. But it is only now at the end of this letter, after having dealt with their self-center and self-indulgent attitudes could he speak of them giving to others. By the time the Corinthians got to this point in the letter hopefully they had already repented of those attitudes, otherwise I cannot see the collection having been very large.

     Tithing advocates argue that “God New Testament Plan for Giving” for the local church consist of tithing and therefore these guidelines concerning the collection relates to offerings taken above and beyond the tithe for the assistance of those outside the local assembly of believers. 

     On the other hand, as we have seen there is absolutely nothing in the New Testament that would lead us to believe that tithing is God’s universal plan for supporting the ongoing ministry of the local church. Only by semi-inference from the Old Testament and an outright refusal to accept the abolition of the Mosaic Covenant can they make such a connection. 

Now, Concerning Church Budgets

     Jesus, nor the Apostles gives the Church instruction concerning budgets, building programs, fund raising, children, youth senior adult ministries, etc., etc. The enormous amount of books and pamphlets that exist today dealing with raising funds for the church are found not in the Scriptures but modern business practices.

     The church is not budgets and buildings, but people - an assembly of saints “set apart believers in the Lord Jesus Christ”. We are command to “love one another as I have loved you” (John 13:34). The focus of our loving gifts is to be directed toward individuals in need. We contribute, that is, share to the needs of the saints (Romans 12:13), especially those who labor among us in Word and doctrine (1 Timothy 5:17-18).

     It is safe to say with confidence that even Paul’s instruction concerning the collection for poor saints in Jerusalem in the 1st century is a model by which the church can follow with regards to providing for the needs of those who labor among us and for the poor saints who dwell among us, as well as those saints who labor for the Lord and are poor abroad.

The Purpose - “…the collection for the saints”
     Paul directed
 the Corinthians with the same authority as Christ Himself to thoroughly arrange in an orderly manner a collection of funds to be sent to the poor Jewish saints in Jerusalem. As a result of a sever famine and of persecution, these brothers and sisters were without clothing and in need of daily food. It was not enough to say, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled”, but the Gentile believes were obligated by love to give to these poor Jewish saints what is necessary for their body (James 2:15-17). “The apostle hereby teaches that it was the duty of one Christian congregation to help another when in distress”.

“Self-denial and liberality were among the distinguishing virtues of the early Christians; and to be a Christian then implied that a man would freely impart of his property to aid the poor and the needy”

     Paul also reminds the Roman church with regard to this same collection that, “if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them (Jewish believers) also in material things” (Romans 15:27).

     This would be the second time that Paul would go to Judea with a contribution of relief,

· “Now at this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there would certainly be a great famine all over the world. And this took place in the reign of Claudius. And in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders” (Acts 11:27-30).

· “For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution “koinonia” for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things” (Romans 15:26-27).

     Here in Corinthians Paul does not give the reason for the collection but instruction in the manner in which the collection should be taken. The word rendered "collection" logia (found only here) from legoo, to collect, and, undoubtedly refers to a contribution, or collection of money for a charitable purpose.

The Period - “On the first day of every week”

     It was to be taken “On the first day of every week” that is, every Sunday, known as the Lord’s Day, the day in which the Christian Church meet, the day of the Lord Jesus’ resurrection. The contribution was a priority given at the beginning of the week. It was to be systematic, week after week, orderly and regularly. Giving should be from principle, and not merely under the impulse of feeling. 

     “Paul designed that the habit of doing good with their money should be constant. He, therefore, directed that it should be on the return of each Lord's Day, and that the subject should be constantly before their minds” 

     “It is right and proper to lay by of our wealth for the purposes of benevolence on Sunday. It is right to do good then (Matthew 12:12); and one of the appropriate exercises of religion is to look at the evidence of our prosperity with a view to know what we may be permitted to give to advance the kingdom of the Lord Jesus. 

The Participants – “each one of you”
     “Everybody! Nobody is exempt from systematic, week-by-week giving. It is to be spontaneous cheerful response of a loving heart toward God who has given us everything. And it does not matter how much we have, everybody is to give”

     “Let the collection be universal. Let each one esteem it his duty and his privilege to give to this object. It was not to be confined to the rich only, but was the common duty of all. The poor, as well as the rich, were expected to contribute according to their ability”.

The Place of Giving – ”put aside and save”
     Paul directs them put aside “tithemi” to place or lay down, a treasure “thesaurizo” to amass or reserve (from “thesaurus”) a deposit of wealth;
 i.e.: a savings account. They were to remove from their normal circulation of earnings a certain amount of funds in order to amass a deposit of wealth for sole the purpose of this collection for the poor saints in Jerusalem.

     “The phrase in Greek, "treasuring up," may mean that each one was to put the part which he had designated into the common treasury. Or it may, perhaps, mean that they were individually to treasure it up, having designated in their own mind the sum which they could give, and have it in readiness when he should come”.

“We learn from this that the weekly contribution could not be always the same, as each man was to lay by as God had prospered him: now, some weeks he would gain more; others, less”.

     Finally, we come to the ultimate question at hand, “How much should I give?” If no one is obligated or commanded to give or pay ten percent, then what?” Without the tithe, tithing advocates would have us think that the New Testament leaves us with nothing but a “feeling”. However, God has NOT left the New Covenant believer to determine what he or she is to give based on their mood, but to “consider” that is, “think” about their obligation to give and to “think” about the portion of their gift.

The Proportion of Giving – “as he may prosper”
     Paul wants the Corinthians to put aside and save for the purpose of the collection “as he may prosper” – “he”
 most obviously refers to God, as the KJV translates it. It is from God that all things originate. To prosper “euodoo” means to “succeed in business affairs”
. James reminds his readers to be humbly aware that it is only by the will of the Lord that anyone can go here or there and engage in business and make a profit (James 4:13-16). Paul speaks about having a prosperous or successful journey, Lord willing, in order to meet the Roman Church (Romans 1:10). John wishes his readers to be in good health and prosper materially (3 John 2).
     The amount to be given for the collection was to be determined by the successfulness of their business affairs, which the Lord had made possible. 
· “each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up” (NIV).

· “The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn” (TLB).
· “…the completion of the collection by your ability…” (2 Corinthians 8:11)

· The gift is “acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12)
     How much did Paul tell them to give? “As He (God) has prospered”. There is no amount or percentage indicated here. Out of what God has given us we are give. How does one know how much to give if it’s not ten percent? The Lord gives us the liberty under “The Law of Liberty” to decide how much we want to give. It’s all up to YOU how much you want to give. As one considers how much to give one also needs to remember the universal principle that whatever you do give it is invested with God who always gives a very nice return.

· “There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered. He who withholds grain, the people will curse him, but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it” (Proverbs 11:24-26)

· “Give and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return" (Luke 6:38).
· “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed…” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

· For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
     In the earlier collection, the Antioch Christians, each and every individual disciple, “horizo” - determined (not according to their feelings, but with their mind specified or mark out a boundary-line or a limit) to both give and send a gift of relief to the brethren who dwelt in Judea, according to his or her own “euporeo” - financial ability or resources.
· “So the believers decided to send relief to the Christians in Judea, each giving as much as he could” (Acts 11:29 -The Living Bible).

Justification is a gift from God by His grace (Rom 3:24)

if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace” (Rom 11:6)

“we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us…” (Rom 12:6)


Practical Considerations in Determining the Maximum Amount Anyone Can Give

     It is obvious that no one can give more than what they possess. No one can literally give 110%. A person c an only give “according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. (2 Corinthians 8:12). Very few individuals could ever afford to give to the Lord or to the poor 100% of all that they possess, otherwise they themselves and their own family would then become destitute and in desperate need of assistance. Everyone must take into consideration what financial commitments, obligates and debts they have in determining as much of a gift they are capable of giving. 
     People, including Christians, need to pay their creditors and they need to do so on time. Making monthly payments to a creditor on a home, a car, or whatever is not a debt per say until it is overdue. A believer needs to fulfill his financial commitments whatever they may be. And it is just common sense that one should not make unnecessary financial commitments that they cannot afford. 

· “Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another…” (Romans 13:8)

     When making a purchase one needs to ask not only can they afford the item being purchased but also how this will impact their giving. Under grace God has granted the believer the freedom to determine how he will spend his own income and give the riches God has prospered him. The more one spends unnecessarily on oneself the less he will have available to give and to invest with God and the smaller the investment, the smaller the return. The more wisely one handles his money the more he will have available to invest with God and give to others in need and thus the greater reward he will receive in the God’s future Kingdom. 
· “Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life. ‘But many who are first will be last; and the last, first” (Matthew 19:29-30).
     It shall certainly take place that God will return a very generous reward for those who labored in his Kingdom, some more so than others. So much so that some will question its fairness. However, God is not unjust. He will certainly not short change anyone. Everyone will receive what they deserve. But by His sovereign choice he will graciously reward some above and beyond to their labor (Matthew 20:1-16).
     The U.S. government gives tax breaks to those who give to charities. However, they do not penalize someone for not giving. The greater the gift the greater the tax break. In the same manner, God does not penalize the believer for not giving as much as he could or even for not giving at all. On the other hand, the believer does not benefit as much as he could if he gave as much as he could have. The believer receives according to what he has given. If he gives nothing he will receive nothing in return. If he gives a little he will receive little in return. If he gives much then much more he will receive in return.
· “Pray also that the Christians there will be willing to accept the money I am bringing them” TLB (Romans 15:31)

While Paul was in Corinth he become in need or became destitute of money… he did not ask the Corinthians to meet his need but the brethren came from Macedonia they fully supplied his need, (2 Corinthians 11:9).
· “I was not a burden to anyone, for the brothers who came from Macedonia completely supplied/filled what I needed. (NIV) 2 Cor 11:9

·  “…in the proportion that any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the brethren living in Judea. And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the elders” (Acts 11:29-30).

The true rule of giving is, "as the Lord hath prospered us." If he has prospered us, we owe it to him as a debt of gratitude. And according to our prosperity and success, we should honestly devote our property to God.

The collection was voluntary and cheerful in all the churches (Romans 15:26-27; 2 Corinthians 9:2); and Paul did not assume authority to impose it on them as a tax. Nor was it necessary. 

The amount given depends on whether the gift is found acceptable or whether it met the actual need. If the gift fell short of meeting the need then the amount given was not enough.

“that my service for Jerusalem may prove acceptable to the saints” (Romans 15:31).
“I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:18-19).
Paul prescribes (vs. 7) (transmit a message; command; declare) that the children and even the grandchildren of widows are to give back in return or exchange financial assistance 

amoibe (am-oy-bay'); from ameibo (to exchange); requital: KJV - requite.

apodidomi (ap-od-eed'-o-mee); from NT:575 and NT:1325; to give away, i.e. up, over, back,

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

“Honor widows who are widows indeed; but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God” (1 Timothy 5:3-4).

“But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8)

provide – “is to think in advance”

“If any woman who is a believer has dependent widows, she must assist them and the church must not be burdened, so that it may assist those who are widows indeed’ (1 Timothy 5:16)

assist – to give sufficient or enough help 

The Preparation – “so that no collections be made when I come”
If every Christian would honestly do this every week, it would do much to keep down the spirit of worldliness that now prevails everywhere in the Christian church; and if every Christian would conscientiously follow the direction of Paul here, there would be no lack of funds for any well-directed plan for the conversion of the world.

(Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)

Giving Out of Poverty
“ptocheia” to be reduced to beggary
in the N.T. poverty, the condition of one destitute of riches and abundance:

(Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft)

· “Now, brethren, we wish to make known to you the grace of God which has been given in the churches of Macedonia, that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints,” (2 Corinthians 8:1-4).

Deep – Profound poverty

dunamis - force; specially, miraculous power

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

universally, inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a person or thing exerts and puts forth:

(from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft)

Affliction - thlipsis (thlip'-sis); from NT:2346; pressure (literally or figuratively):

KJV - afflicted (-tion), anguish, burdened, persecution, tribulation, trouble.

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

perisseia (per-is-si'-ah); from NT:4052; surplusage, i.e. superabundance:

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

“haplotes” - singleness, simplicity, sincerity, mental honesty openness of heart manifesting itself by benefactions, liberality,

(Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 2000 by Biblesoft)
· For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9).
· “Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed…” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

Paul informs the Roman church that for many years he had a longing to come to them when he was on his way to Spain and hoped to see them in passing but first he was traveling to Jerusalem to serve the saints there,

· “For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things” (Romans 15:26-27).

How Much Should You Give? How much do you want? The only thing you’ll get a return on is what you give. The New Testament program for giving is the principle of sowing and reaping,

· “Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure--pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return” (Luke 6:38).

     The widow gave 100% (Mark 12:42-44); Zacchaeus gave 50% (Luke 19:8); The Macedonians gave liberally out of their deep poverty (2 Corinthians 8:2).

How Often Should You Give? - Constantly or consistently - on a regular basis (1 Corinthians 16:2).

“…each individual, in a very personal and private way, is to determine what is to be set aside for giving. Nobody can tell you how much to set aside, or how much to invest with God. That is something you determine by yourself…then you lay it in store”
 

Where Should You Give? Primarily to the local church so that it can be distributed by those who have spiritual oversight. (Acts 4:34f)

     “The common practice in the early church was to make the church the central distribution point so the leaders of the church could then disseminate the funds to the area of need”
 

Why Should You Give? So the church might support its own, to meet the needs brother and sister both spiritually and physically. 

1. To Support the Needy (believers) in the Church (1 Cor. 16:1f; Acts 4:32; 6:1-3)

Giving is primarily for the saints.

· “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another” (John 13:34).

2. To Support the Leaders of the Church (Phil. 4:15-16; 1 Cor. 9:1, 4-7,11; 1 Tim. 5:17)

Those who rule well and labor especially hard in the Word and doctrine with great diligence are worthy of double pay.

3. To Support the Ministries of the Church

     The New Testament urges the church to consider providing material assistance to those who are in need - those who work hard in the ministry, and to poor saints doing so according to their ability (Acts 11:29; Romans 15:26b; 1 Corinthians 16:2).

You find in the New Testament believers are urged to give:

· According to “how God has prospered him”,

· According to “what he had purposed in his heart”

· According to “one’s ability that they freely determined of themselves”, that is, they gave voluntarily. “Not grudgingly or under compulsion for God love a cheerful giver”

· According to their ability

· “I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints…” (2 Corinthians 8:3-5).

What are we to Offer/Give to the Lord According to New Covenant

1) The Proclamation of the Gospel to the World 

· preach the gospel; offer the gospel without charge, (1 Corinthians 9:18).

2) Our Service to the Lord

· “Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire. (Hebrews 12:28-29).

· “I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. (Romans 12:1).

· “For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another” (Romans 14:18-19).

3) A Sacrifice of Praise

· “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name. And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. (Hebrews 13:15-16).

· “I will praise the name of God with song and magnify Him with thanksgiving, and it will please the LORD better than an ox, or a young bull with horns and hoofs” (Psalm 69:30-31).

4) Sacrifice of Thanksgiving

· “Fools, because of their rebellious way, and because of their iniquities, were afflicted… they drew near to the gates of death. Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses. He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions. Let them give thanks to the LORD for His lovingkindness, and for His wonders to the sons of men! Let them also offer sacrifices of thanksgiving, and tell of His works with joyful singing” (Psalm 107:17-22).

· “O LORD, surely I am Your servant, I am Your servant, the son of Your handmaid, You have loosed my bonds. To You I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and call upon the name of the LORD” (Psalm 116:16-17).

5) Spiritual Sacrifices

· “you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5)

6) An Acceptable sacrifice 

· “Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach (Philippians 2:14-15).

· “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight…” (Psalm 19:14).

6) Confession

· “For You do not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I would give it; You are not pleased with burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise… “Then You will delight in righteous sacrifices…” (Psalm 51:16-17; 19).

7) Ourselves to Others as an Example to Follow

· Paul says, “you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, nor did we eat anyone's bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day… but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example” (2 Thessalonians 3:7-9).

and the firstborn of your herd and your flock…” (Deuteronomy 14:23b).
The Half Shekel

“This is what everyone who is numbered shall give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary, half a shekel as a contribution to the LORD” (Exodus 30:13-14).

“We also placed ourselves under obligation to contribute yearly one third of a shekel for the service of the house of our God” (Nehemiah 10:32).

“I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; and I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings. Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:21-24).

Taxes
“Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the land, and let him exact a fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance. Then let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming, and store up the grain for food in the cities under Pharaoh's authority, and let them guard it.  Let the food become as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which will occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land will not perish during the famine. Now the proposal seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his servants” (Genesis 41:34-37).

“So he gathered all the food of these seven years which occurred in the land of Egypt and placed the food in the cities; he placed in every city the food from its own surrounding field” (Gen 41:48).

New Covenant – There has been a change of Law (Heb. 7:12).

There is a new and living way (Heb. 9:20).

“Honor the LORD from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10)

“they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us” (2 Cor 8:5)

“Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich” (2 Cor 9:6-10).

Grudgingly – “lupe” #3077 sadness; grief, grievous, heaviness, sorrow.

Compulsion – “anagke” – #318  - of necessity; that which is necessary; needful; necessity to the point of causing distress, suffering, pain sorrow, agony, grief, or misery.

Compulsion – force, obligation, pressure, coercion, duress; constraint.

Opposite of Compulsion is freedom, liberty, autonomy, self-determination, independence, voluntary.

Requirement – obligation, necessity, constraint, a must.

“Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much." And Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19:8-9).

Zaccheus did not give ten percent, he gave fifty percent! Jesus didn’t tell him to do that.

“God wants every Christian to have money. In fact, He wants you to have more money than you need”. (John  MacArthur, God’s Plan for Giving, Study Notes. (Word of Grace Communications. CA. 1882, p. 4).

“A Christian should always be free enough to respond to whatever God wants him to do at any moment”. (Mac. P. 5)

The Collection

“Now, I am going to Jerusalem serving the saints. For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make a contribution for the poor among the saints in Jerusalem. Yes, they were pleased to do so, and they are indebted to them. For if the Gentiles have shared in their spiritual things, they are indebted to minister to them also in material things” (Rom 15:25-27).

“If the Jews possession of spiritual things has been dispersed to the Gentiles, then the Gentile possession of carnal things, or money, should be dispersed back in an attitude of thanks. So Paul took the collection as a thank offering to the Jews to meet their extreme need at that point in time”. (Mac. P. 18)

Sacrifice – NT 20x’s NASB; 29x’s “2378”; Hebrews 15x’s 

For every one shall be salted with fire, and every sacrifice shall be salted with salt. KJV (Mark 9:49)

Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats? Sacrifice thank offerings to God,

fulfill your vows to the Most High, (NIV) (Ps 50:13-14)

Shall I eat the flesh of bulls Or drink the blood of male goats? "Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving and pay your vows to the Most High; (Ps 50:13-14)

Christ as our sacrifice for sin

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us: (1 Cor 5:7) KJV

“What the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, (Rom 8:3)

Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. (Eph 5:2) 

Christ’s sacrifice is better (9:23)

He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself” (Heb 9:26) 

Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, Heb 9:28

The sacrifices offer repeated could not make perfect (10:1)

By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Heb 10:10)

“…there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, (Heb 10:26)

Offer – “according to the Law of the LORD of Moses (Luke 2:24)

OT 187x’s; Leviticus - 96x’s

Priest offered gifts and sacrifices for sin (Heb. 5:1)

Abel offered a better sacrifice – gifts (Heb 11:4)

Offer in NT 21x’s ; Hebrews 10x’s

We are priest who offer: “He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father (Rev 1:6) “they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years” (Rev 20:6)

An Acceptable sacrifice 

“Do all things without grumbling or disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach (Philippians 2:14-15).

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Your sight…” (Psalm 19:14).

“a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:16).

“I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior” (1 Timothy 2:1-3).

“Honor widows who are widows indeed; but if any widow has children or grandchildren, they must first learn to practice piety in regard to their own family and to make some return to their parents; for this is acceptable in the sight of God” (1 Timothy 5:3-4).

“…if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God” (1 Peter 2:20).

Jesus always did what was pleasing to the Father (Jn. 8:29).

“be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God…” (Colossians 1:9-11).

“whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do the things that are pleasing in His sight. This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us” (1 John 3:22-23)

We either please ourselves, or please others, our neighbor (Romans 15:2) or please to that which pleases the Lord (Colossians 1:10; 1 Th. 4:1)

I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn assemblies. Even though you offer up to Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them; and I will not even look at the peace offerings of your fatlings. Take away from Me the noise of your songs; I will not even listen to the sound of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream” (Amos 5:21-24)

Giving is investing with God

Giving is to be sacrificial

Giving affects spiritual riches

Giving amounts are personally determined

Giving is to demonstrate love not law

Giving is to be planned

Giving is to be generous

Giving generously results in blessing

Giving a predetermined amount is not required

Giving is not tithing

OFFERING – 814x’s in OT; In Leviticus 274x’s; Exod. – Deut. 572x’s; Lev. 274x’s; Num. 255x’s; NT - 26x’s

Burnt (continual, whole), Sin, (animals) Guilt, Wave, Drink, Grain and New Grain (flower mixed with oil; drink and grain), by Fire, Heave, Meal, Votive or Freewill, Thank, sacrifice of Thanksgiving, of righteousness, peace, of Gold, Honey, of First Fruits, the people’s, thigh, of Praise, of the Gifts, Vow, dedication, Morning and Evening, incense; the offering Moses commanded (Mt. 8:4); incense, for your cleansing, of the Gentiles, prayer, no more offering for sin, the only begotten son.

OFFERINGS – 286x’s = Offerings were sacrifices; Exod. – Deut. 131x’s In Leviticus 60x’s, Numbers 44x’s; NT 5x’s

Love – 137x’s in OT; Lev. 2x’s; Ex. 2x’s; Ex. – Deut. 20x’s; Psalm 29x’s; Prov. 17x’s; Song of Sol. 17x’s; NT – 226x’s.

be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. (Eph 5:1-2)

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all, (Phil 1:3-5) The temple where sacrifices were offered was a house of prayer (Isa 56:7)

even if I am being poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I rejoice and share my joy with you all. Phil 2:17

“I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:18-19).

“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come” (2 Tim 4:6-7)

“By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins… by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified… where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin” (Heb 10:10-11; 14; 18)

“the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy place by the high priest as an offering for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people through His own blood, suffered outside the gate” (Heb 13:11-12)

“I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship” (Rom 12:1)

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as  instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as  instruments of righteousness to God (Rom 6:12-13)

just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification (Rom 6:19)

“For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body (1 Cor 6:20).

“with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body (Phil 1:20).

“they first gave themselves to the Lord and to us by the will of God” (2 Cor 8:5).

The Law of tithing quenches the Spirit

FREEWILL OFFERING

OT:5071

nedabah (ned-aw-baw'); from OT:5068; properly (abstractly) spontaneity, or (adjectively) spontaneous; also (concretely) a spontaneous or (by inference, in plural) abundant gift:

KJV - free (-will) offering, freely, plentiful, voluntary (-ily, offering), willing (-ly), offering).

(Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

“Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution” (Exodus 25:1-2)

“The Israelites, all the men and women, whose heart moved them to bring material for all the work, which the LORD had commanded through Moses to be done, brought a freewill offering to the LORD” (Exodus 35:29)

“Now as for the flesh of the sacrifice of his thanksgiving peace offerings, it shall be eaten on the day of his offering; he shall not leave any of it over until morning. But if the sacrifice of his offering is a votive or a freewill offering” (Lev 7:15-16)

“When a man offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to fulfill a special vow or for a freewill offering, of the herd or of the flock, it must be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it (Lev 22:21)

“You shall count seven weeks for yourself; you shall begin to count seven weeks from the time you begin to put the sickle to the standing grain. Then you shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with a tribute of a freewill offering of your hand, which you shall give just as the LORD your God blesses you; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God, you and your son and your daughter and your male and female servants and the Levite who is in your town, and the stranger and the orphan and the widow who are in your midst, in the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish His name. You shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and you shall be careful to observe these statutes. (Deut 16:9-12)

“His officers also contributed a freewill offering to the people…” (2 Chron 35:8)

“Every survivor, at whatever place he may live, let the men of that place support him with silver and gold, with goods and cattle, together with a freewill offering for the house of God which is in Jerusalem.' (Ezra 1:4, 6; 3:5; 8:28)

“with all the silver and gold which you find in the whole province of Babylon, along with the freewill offering of the people and of the priests, who offered willingly for the house of their God which is in Jerusalem; (Ezra 7:16)

“There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, and there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered. He who withholds grain, the people will curse him, but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it” (Proverbs 11:24-26)

Ezekiel 46:12

FIRST BORN

“…a firstborn among animals, which as a firstborn belongs to the LORD, no man may consecrate it; whether ox or sheep, it is the LORD'S” (Leviticus 27:26).

FIRSTFRUITS

100% of the fruit in the fourth year of a tree’s life was given to the Lord.

Numbers 28:26-31 describes the number and nature of offerings and Deut 16:9-12 describes those who were to be invited to this feast. They include servants, sons and daughters, Levites, the fatherless, the widow, and the stranger. Israelites were to be reminded of their bondage in Egypt on that day. (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

“on the day of the first fruits, when you present a new grain offering to the LORD in your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation; Num 28:26

“As soon as the order spread, the sons of Israel provided in abundance the first fruits of grain, new wine, oil, honey and of all the produce of the field; and they brought in abundantly the tithe of all” (2 Chron 31:5)

 In general, first fruits included those in the raw state (grain and fruit); those prepared for use as food (wine, oil, flour, and dough), including wool (Ex 22:29; 23:19; 34:26; Deut 18:4;

The firstling loaf at Pentecost (see Festivals) was presented when the harvest was completed.

Not every person or family traveled to the tabernacle or temple site but, “The inhabitants of a district prepared a basket with seven kinds of ripe fruit arranged in the following order: barley in the bottom, then wheat, olives, dates, pomegranates, figs, and grapes”.

In the NT first fruits are emblematic of abundance and excellence and a sample of full harvest.

(from The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)

The offerings were either raw produce, "first-fruits," or "offerings," prepared produce.

(Fausset's Bible Dictionary, Electronic Database Copyright (c) 1998 by Biblesoft)

One could not eat the fruit of a tree the first three years of a trees life, the entire fruit of the fourth year was given as a offering to the Lord/priest. Only in the fifth year could a owner eat of his own tree (Lev. 19:23-25)

When:

National Offerings were given:

1) The day after the Sabbath of the Passover – a sheaf green barley was waved (Jesus raise to life on this day)

2) At Pentecost – two loaves of wheat bread

3) At the Feast of Tabernacles – 15th day of the seventh month

Individual Offerings were also given:

when you eat of the food of the land, you shall lift up an offering to the LORD. Of the first of your dough you shall lift up a cake as an offering; Num 15:19-20

The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me. You shall do the same with your oxen and with your sheep. Ex 22:29-30

That which was given to the Lord was given to the priests:

All the best of the fresh oil and all the best of the fresh wine and of the grain, the first fruits of those which they give to the LORD, I give them to you. The first ripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they bring to the LORD, Num 18:12-13

Levitical Cities

There were 48 Levitical cities, six of these were cities of refuge.

In Israel all crimes were crimes against God (1 Sam 12:9-10). Consequently, He expected all His people to love and serve Him (Amos 5:21-24). As the final judge, He disciplined those who violated His law (Ex 22:21-24 (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

All this is oppressive and cruelly unjust. I say again, let there be a national religion, and a national clergy supported by the state; but let them be supported by a tax, not by tithes, or rather let them be paid out of the general taxation, or, if the tithe system must be continued, let the poor-rates be abolished, and the clergy, out of the tithes, support the poor in their respective parishes, as was the original custom. (from Adam Clarke's Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1996 by Biblesoft)

“Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. Then Moses commanded them, saying, At the end of every seven years, at the time of the year of remission of debts, at the Feast of Booths, when all Israel comes to appear before the LORD your God at the place which He will choose, you shall read this law in front of all Israel in their hearing. Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, so that they may hear and learn and fear the LORD your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this law. Their children, who have not known, will hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live on the land which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.” (Deut 31:9-13)

     Is the Church the new storehouse? On what basis can anyone make this inference? – Certainly not from what is “Written”. Nowhere is the church called a storehouse. The word storehouse is not even used in the New Testament. The Scripture states in several places that a local church – “an assembled group of believers”, met in someone’s house, i.e.: Aquila’s and Prisca’s house (1 Corinthians 16:9). However, the Church is never called a house, i.e.: “The house of God”. The use of the word “Church” as “A house of God” is merely historical and cultural, not Biblical. The local church is not the Old Testament equivalent of the temple where the tithe is to be brought, according to the Mosaic Law. 





Where Was the Ark of God?





     The Levites first brought the ark of God across the Jordan River into the Promised Land. During the time of the conquest Joshua brings the ark into battle in Jericho and then to Ai. Later the ark was in Mount Ebal (Joshua 8:33). The “tent of meeting” another name for the tabernacle was in Shiloh (Joshua 18:1). There is no mention of the whereabouts of the ark until the period of the Judges, where it is find in Bethal (Judges 20:27). When Eli was the high priest the ark and the tent of meeting is found back in Shiloh (1 Samuel 2:22; 4:3). The Israelites brought the ark to Ebenezer to fight the Philistines, but they were defeated and the Philistines captured the ark and brought it to Ashdod of Philistine (1 Samuel 5). After the city residences were literally plague by the presence of the ark they move it to Gath who also experienced the plague. The Philistines decided to return the ark to Israel after seven months. For a short period it was in the boarder town of Beth-shemesh (1 Samuel 6:13), but ended up in Kiriath-jearim (1 Samuel 7:2) for twenty years, until Saul brought the ark to Gibeah of Bengamin (1 Samuel 14:18). After David became king there was failed attempted to bring the ark from Baale-judah (2 Samuel 6:2), but the tabernacle remained in Gibeah. It resided in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite in Kiriath-jearim three months (Samuel 6:11), until David again attempted, this time the correct way, to bring the ark to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6:12). David had brought up the ark of God from to the place he had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent for it in Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 1:4). Solomon had the Levites bring the tabernacle from Gibeah (2 Chronicles 1:3) and the ark was place into the inner sanctuary of the temple by the Levites (2 Chronicles 5:5). This is where the ark remained until the Babylonians destroyed the temple in 486 BC.








“This is a COMMAND of the Lord Jesus; and if it is a COMMAND, it should be obeyed as much as any other law of the Redeemer. And if this is a command, then the minister is ENTITLED to a support; and then also a people are not at liberty to withhold it. Further, there are as strong reasons why they should support him, as there are why they should pay a schoolmaster, a lawyer, a physician, or a day-laborer. The minister usually toils as hard as others; expends as much in preparing for his work; and does AS MUCH good. And there is even a higher claim in this case. God has given an EXPRESS command in this case; he has not in the others. (Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)





“The salary of a minister should not be regarded as a “gift”.


(Barnes' Notes, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1997 by Biblesoft)





“The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered” (Proverb 11:25)





“It is the duty of those who are taught in the word to support those who are appointed to teach them; for they are to communicate to them in all good things, freely and cheerfully to contribute, of the good things with which God has blessed them, what is needful for their comfortable subsistence”. Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible.





The Jews were catechized in the Law (Romans 2:18). Theophilus, and Apollus were catechized the Gospel (Luke 1:4; Acts 18:25). Paul desired to catechize five words with his mind than a 10,000 sounds without it (1 Corinthians 14:19). And some Jews had heard a false catechism about Paul (Acts 21:21,24).





“Weeping and gnashing of teeth” is a euphemism for saying “a place of sever regret for a wasted opportunity”. Though hell is the ultimate place of sever regret, among other things, it is not exclusively so. For some and possibly many believers there will be sever regret for the loss of reward - failing to do good when they had opportunity.








“Leading an afflicted, struggling church (which categorizes most churches) has seldom proved easy”. (The Wycliffe Bible Commentary, Electronic Database. Copyright (c) 1962 by Moody Press)





     The elder “presbuteros” is equivalent to the pastor. The qualification of an elder is that he rule well, “He must manage his own household” (1 Timothy 3:4-5) if he does not, then he ought not be an elder. 





     The Worldly Formula of Sharing                          The Spiritual Formula of Sharing





      Sharing Less = Retaining More                                Sharing More = Gaining More


Sharing Nothing = Retaining Everything               Retaining Everything = Losing Everything
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The poor “ptochus” in classical Greek were those who were reduced to beggary.





     One afternoon as I was enjoying reading in a large lounge chair on the beach of Marco Island, Florida, a cute little girl about two years old with her mother passed by where I sitting. I over heard the cute little girl say several times, “duck, duck, duck”. The wise mother correctly responded by saying, “No dear, those are sea gulls”. After receiving this authoritative instruction the little girl undauntedly responded, “duck, duck, duck”, completely ignoring the truth of the matter. Unfortunately, I am sad to say this will be the response of many who read this material. Those who heed these truths will be liberated to cheerfully give, and give and give as God has planned.





Notice: We are asked not to “only believe” the command the give a tithe, we are asked to “only believe” that there even was a command. Since there is no command in Scripture of God telling Abraham to tithe, the answer of how Abraham knew lies outside of the Scriptures. What we do “know” is that the Scriptures do not tell us that God told Abraham to tithe. Tithe Advocates say “only believe” it!





Notice: Not only are we asked to “only believe” that there was a command to tithe, we are also asked to believe that Abraham may have not even known himself there was a command. God was secretly establishing a universal requirement of tithe giving, but Abraham was unaware of it.

















     I remember a financially stressed couple once asking a tithing advocate whether they should first pay their creditors or pay their tithe first. The response from the tithing advocate was that if they paid their tithe first God would supply the funds to pay their other debts. This may sound commendable, BUT the tithing advocate is telling the couple to presume on a promise that God has not given. The promise of the LORD opening the windows of heaven and pouring out an overflowing blessing is an unparalleled promise given only to Israel if only they brought the whole tithe into the temple storehouse (Malachi 3:10). This is NOT a promise given to the church or anyone else! Now, God may graciously decide to supply the funds necessary for the couple to pay their creditors, but He is not under any obligation to do so, based on Malachi 3:10. (See - “The Whole Truth about the Tithe”).
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